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Intro to the Study
For many, the Old Testament is a mystery . . . a lengthy collection of Law, poetry, and the history of
an ancient people. Our view of the Old Testament can be much like a museum . . . a nice place to
visit to see relics of a bygone era, but certainly not something necessary, or even relevant to our
current lives. This view may have been cemented into your consciousness by attempts to “read
through the Bible” that were always killed by boredom amidst the Levitical sacrifices. If you grew
up in church, the Old Testament may have seemed much more like Aesop’s fables than historical
fact as stories of Lion’s Dens and talking donkeys dotted the flannel graph boards of your
elementary Sunday school classes. Is this your view of the Old Testament? Be honest . . .
Hopefully, this study will help to replace some of those negative feelings about the 39 books of the
Old Testament. God has graciously given us this record for a reason. He sees that the Old
Testament is valuable as 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” When the Apostle Paul wrote those words, he was
referring primarily to what we know as the Old Testament (as much of the New Testament was not
widely known at the time Paul wrote.) If this is the case, what might we learn from the Old
Testament that would apply to our lives today? The book of Hebrews gives us the answer to that
question.
In Hebrews 13:7-8 the author gives us a final charge, “Remember your leaders, who spoke the Word
of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever.” These verses answer the question of what we can learn
from the examples of the many lives that are chronicled for us throughout the Old Testament.
Since our God never changes, we can learn much by looking at how people who have gone before
us have interacted with our God. What is interesting to note here is that what we are admonished to
do is to “imitate the faith” of those who have walked with God before us. We are not merely to
parrot their actions, but their faith! Hebrews 11 further underscores this when that entire chapter
lists the faith of many of our Old Testament Heroes (real flesh and blood people who walked with
God two to four millennia ago!). Over the course of the 12 weeks of this study, we will look at the
12 examples of “leaders” who have gone before us. By looking at the outcome of their lives, we will
each be challenged to imitate their faith.
At first glance, this study may appear long . . . but don’t be overwhelmed by its length. Do what you
can, and don’t beat yourself up if you get behind. Each week is divided into six days of study to help
direct you into a study of God’s Word everyday of the week for the next three months. Each day
will take you between 10 – 20 minutes each (or even longer if you wanted to really dig in deep.)
Obviously there are seven days in every week, so there is a built-in “catch up” day each week. The
Old Testament Heroes have been organized according to their approximate historical date,
beginning with Job (who lived around 2000 BC) and concluding with Esther (who lived around 473
BC.) A short introduction to each hero will help set that person in their correct historical setting.
May God richly bless you in your study as we seek to imitate the faith of our Old Testament heroes!
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Job
Intro:
Believing in God in spite of the immediate evidence...
The book of Hebrews, chapter 11 is replete with folks from the Old Testament who did wondrous,
marvelous things for God and were commended for their faith. But Scripture is a book about
reality, and reality includes not only the great and glorious but also the horrific and terrible. Verse
35b and following says “Others were tortured and refused to be released . . . some faced jeers and
flogging while still others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned; they were sawed in
two; they were put to death by the sword... These all were commended for their faith”. Not exactly
the type of list to which one aspires to belong! It seems that Job fits in, or at least has a part in, this
type of list.
Job is a difficult book, if for no other reason than the almost intractable theological, philosophical,
ethical, and personal problems it brings up! Add to all of that, Job is a dialogue. It is not written as,
nor does it seem to necessarily be intended as a neat, concise, coherent exposition or treatise of
God’s answers to suffering and evil in the world. Yet the book is often portrayed as such. I have
often heard well intentioned believers say “when you’re facing questions about the goodness of God
and suffering in the world read the book of Job for an understanding of why God does what He
does...” Make no mistake, the themes of suffering and evil and God’s seeming lack of interest in
human affairs are brought up in this book. It is what the whole discussion is about! However, it is
not a work of formal philosophy. So, taking the New Testament injunction literally that “all
Scripture is God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness” (II Timothy 3:16) it follows that God has the book of Job in Scripture for us to learn
from.
Job has a dialogue. The dialogue is a direct result of what he is experiencing. Job speaks, then a
friend speaks, then Job speaks again. Each section is like a round in a boxing match, where Job and
his friends exchange verbal jabs, blows and hooks in an effort to present and defend their
explanation for what Job is experiencing. The dialogue unfolds, section by section, line by line until
the drama reaches it zenith with an answer from the Almighty Himself, but not necessarily the
answer Job nor any of the others (and perhaps even ourselves!) have anticipated.
We would like to approach this book in 5 sections: The Introduction (ch. 1-3), Round I (ch. 4-14),
Round II (ch. 15-21), Round III (ch. 22-31), and the Grand Finale (ch. 32-42), looking at one section
a day (DON’T worry, we won’t read the whole book in a week, unless one wants to - it takes about
one hour to read in a single sitting). But enough about the structure of Job. Let’s dive in and see for
ourselves what Job says and how his friends respond and look to see how God will instruct us as we
seek to grow in our faith.
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Day #1

Chapters 1-3: The Introduction, setting the scene

1. Pray. Ask God to grant you grace, understanding, and humility in all things and to look to
Him alone for hope, peace, and grace
2.

Read Job 1-3.

3. Job lived in Uz (see appendix at the end of this week’s study if you are interested in more
information on Uz). BIBLICAL NOTE: Job owned thousands of animals. He was
immensely rich! But he was also a manager. He ran the “business” of farming, managing
perhaps hundreds of employees. He was ultimately in charge of all the finances, logistics and
operations of his property.
4. Why did Job sacrifice a burnt offering for his children? What does this tell you about his
heart & attitude towards his children? What does this tell you about his attitude towards
God?

5. In 1:8 & 2:3 who brings up Job’s character? Why?

6. What does Job lose in chapter 1? What does Job lose in chapter 2?

7. Job had two decidedly different types of loses in chapter 1 & 2. What are some differences
& which is harder for you to endure, if any and why?
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8. Notice Job’s response in 1:21 and 2:10. What does this tell us about Job’s attitude toward
God? How do you respond when you face a loss, trial or disappointment. List a specific
example. What does this tell you about your attitude towards God? How does one cultivate
a Godly attitude in all things? (Hint: see Ps 119:9,11)

9. In Job 1:13, how long do Job’s friends sit with him?

10. In chapter 3 Job curses the day of his birth, numerous times. He laments the fact that he
was born. Notice Job speaks first, and when he does it is like a dam bursting. All sorts of
things come gushing out. But try to see between the words to what Job is crying for.
Specifically in verses 13, 17, 18, 19, & 22 what does Job long for? Is that surprising? Why or
why not? Is there a “Godly” way to handle grief or suffering? Is there an “ungodly” way?
What is the difference? 1 How do you handle grief and suffering?

One might want to consider how Jesus himself handled grief and suffering. For help on this see
Matthew 14:13, John chapter 11, and I Peter 2:23.
1
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Day # 2
Round I: Justice - a pure cause and effect relationship???
Please Read the following excerpts from the book of Job (Scripture is here pasted into the study
from the New International Version of the Bible to speed your study, and to aid in seeing these
passages as a conversation.)
[Eliphaz Speaks]
chapter 4 6 Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless ways your hope? 7
Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright ever destroyed? 8
As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble reap it. 9 At the breath of God
they are destroyed; at the blast of his anger they perish. ... 17 Can a mortal be more righteous than
God? Can a man be more pure than his Maker? 18 If God places no trust in his servants, if he
charges his angels with error, 19 how much more those who live in houses of clay, whose
foundations are in the dust, who are crushed more readily than a moth!
chapter 5 8 But if it were I, I would appeal to God; I would lay my cause before him. 9 He
performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted. 10 He bestows rain on
the earth; he sends water upon the countryside. 11 The lowly he sets on high, and those who mourn
are lifted to safety. 12 He thwarts the plans of the crafty, so that their hands achieve no success. 13
He catches the wise in their craftiness, and the schemes of the wily are swept away. 14 Darkness
comes upon them in the daytime; at noon they grope as in the night. 15 He saves the needy from the
sword in their mouth; he saves them from the clutches of the powerful. 16 So the poor have hope,
and injustice shuts its mouth. 17 Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the
discipline of the Almighty. 18 For he wounds, but he also binds up; he injures, but his hands also
heal. ... 27 We have examined this, and it is true. So hear it and apply it to yourself.
[Job Responds]
chapter 6 1 Then Job replied: 2 If only my anguish could be weighed and all my misery be placed
on the scales! 3 It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas— no wonder my words have been
impetuous. 4 The arrows of the Almighty are in me, my spirit drinks in their poison; God’s terrors
are marshaled against me. ... 8 Oh, that I might have my request, that God would grant what I
hope for, 9 that God would be willing to crush me, to let loose his hand and cut me off! 10 Then I
would still have this consolation— my joy in unrelenting pain— that I had not denied the words of
the Holy One. ... 24 Teach me, and I will be quiet; show me where I have been wrong. 25 How
painful are honest words! But what do your arguments prove? 26 Do you mean to correct what I
say, and treat the words of a despairing man as wind? 27 You would even cast lots for the fatherless
and barter away your friend.
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chapter 7 17 What is man that you make so much of him, that you give him so much attention, 18
that you examine him every morning and test him every moment? 19 Will you never look away from
me, or let me alone even for an instant? 20 If I have sinned, what have I done to you, O watcher of
men? Why have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to you? 21 Why do you not
pardon my offenses and forgive my sins? For I will soon lie down in the dust; you will search for
me, but I will be no more.

[Bildad Speaks]
chapter 8 2 How long will you say such things? Your words are a blustering wind. 3 Does God
pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is right? 4 When your children sinned against him,
he gave them over to the penalty of their sin. 5 But if you will look to God and plead with the
Almighty, 6 if you are pure and upright, even now he will rouse himself on your behalf and restore
you to your rightful place. ... 20 Surely God does not reject a blameless man or strengthen the hands
of evildoers.
[Job Responds]
chapter 9 2 Indeed, I know that this is true. But how can a mortal be righteous before God? 3
Though one wished to dispute with him, he could not answer him one time out of a thousand. 4 His
wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted him and come out unscathed? ... 11 When
he passes me, I cannot see him; when he goes by, I cannot perceive him. 12 If he snatches away,
who can stop him? Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ ... 21 Although I am blameless, I
have no concern for myself; I despise my own life. 22 It is all the same; that is why I say, ‘He
destroys both the blameless and the wicked.’ ... 32 He is not a man like me that I might answer him,
that we might confront each other in court. 33 If only there were someone to arbitrate between us,
to lay his hand upon us both, 34 someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that his terror would
frighten me no more. 35 Then I would speak up without fear of him, but as it now stands with me, I
cannot.
chapter 10 1 I loathe my very life; therefore I will give free rein to my complaint and speak out in
the bitterness of my soul. 2 I will say to God: Do not condemn me, but tell me what charges you
have against me. 3 Does it please you to oppress me, to spurn the work of your hands, while you
smile on the schemes of the wicked? 4 Do you have eyes of flesh? Do you see as a mortal sees? 5
Are your days like those of a mortal or your years like those of a man, 6 that you must search out my
faults and probe after my sin— 7 though you know that I am not guilty and that no one can rescue
me from your hand?

[Zophar Speaks]
chapter 11 2 Are all these words to go unanswered? Is this talker to be vindicated?
9
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Will your idle

talk reduce men to silence? Will no one rebuke you when you mock? 4 You say to God, ‘My beliefs
are flawless and I am pure in your sight.’ 5 Oh, how I wish that God would speak, that he would
open his lips against you 6 and disclose to you the secrets of wisdom, for true wisdom has two sides.
Know this: God has even forgotten some of your sin. ... 10 If he comes along and confines you in
prison and convenes a court, who can oppose him? 11 Surely he recognizes deceitful men; and when
he sees evil, does he not take note? 12 But a witless man can no more become wise than a wild
donkey’s colt can be born a man. 13 Yet if you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands
to him, 14 if you put away the sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, 15 then
you will lift up your face without shame; you will stand firm and without fear.

[Job Responds]
chapter 12 2 Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die with you! 3 But I have a mind as
well as you; I am not inferior to you. Who does not know all these things? ... 13 To God belong
wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are his.
chapter 13 3 But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God. 4 You, however,
smear me with lies; you are worthless physicians, all of you! 5 If only you would be altogether silent!
For you, that would be wisdom. ... 9 Would it turn out well if he examined you? Could you deceive
him as you might deceive men? ... 15 Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend
my ways to his face. 16 Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, for no godless man would dare
come before him! ... 20 “Only grant me these two things, O God, and then I will not hide from you:
21
Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop frightening me with your terrors. 22 Then summon me
and I will answer, or let me speak, and you reply.
chapter 14 1 Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.
and withers away; like a fleeting shadow, he does not endure

1. Pray. Ask for an understanding of justice.
2. What basic principle does Eliphaz offer to Job?

3. How does God fit into this principle?
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He springs up like a flower

4. Why do you think Eliphaz said this?

5. What does Job think God is doing to him?

6. Why does Job think God is doing this to him (7:17-21)?

7. Have you ever felt like God did something painful to you? If so, what?

8. Why does Job think it is alright to speak out to God about his complaint (10:1-7)?
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9. Scripture presents a “cause and effect” universe for moral actions (“you reap what you sow”
Galatians 6:7). But perhaps only God (or the individual(s) involved) can determine if a ‘bad
result’ is the result of a morally bad choice. Jesus helped explain this in Luke 13:1-5 where it
says “1 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I
tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died
when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the
others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
But Proverbs 11:8 says “the righteous man is rescued from trouble, and it comes on the
wicked instead.” Given this verse, is it possible to see why Eliphaz, Bildad & Zophar took
the approach to questioning that they did? Were they right in doing so? Why or why not?

10. How can you tell in your own life if something you suffer is the result of something you
have sown or is not? Can you always tell? Why is this?

11. Job’s faith that God is his hope in spite of what has happened is shown in 13:15. Is Job’s
faith misguided? Why or why not?
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Day #3
Chapters 15-21: Round II: Getting nasty, the wicked alone suffer...
Read the following dialogue from the book of Job.
[Eliphaz speaks]
chapter 15 4 But you even undermine piety and hinder devotion to God. 5 Your sin prompts your
mouth; you adopt the tongue of the crafty. 6 Your own mouth condemns you, not mine;
your own lips testify against you. 7 Are you the first man ever born? Were you brought forth before
the hills? 8 Do you listen in on God’s council? Do you limit wisdom to yourself? 9 What do you
know that we do not know? What insights do you have that we do not have? ... 20 All his days the
wicked man suffers torment, the ruthless through all the years stored up for him. ... 30 He will not
escape the darkness; a flame will wither his shoots, and the breath of God’s mouth will carry him
away.
[Job Responds]
chapter 16 2 I have heard many things like these; miserable comforters are you all! 3 Will your longwinded speeches never end? What ails you that you keep on arguing? 4 I also could speak like you,
if you were in my place; I could make fine speeches against you
and shake my head at you. 5 But my mouth would encourage you; comfort from my lips would
bring you relief. ... 18 “O earth, do not cover my blood; may my cry never be laid to rest! 19 Even
now my witness is in heaven; my advocate is on high. 20 My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour
out tears to God; 21 on behalf of a man he pleads with God
as a man pleads for his friend.
chapter 17 3 Give me, O God, the pledge you demand. Who else will put up security for me? 4
You have closed their minds to understanding; therefore you will not let them triumph. 5 If a man
denounces his friends for reward, the eyes of his children will fail. ... 15 where then is my hope?
Who can see any hope for me? 16 Will it go down to the gates of death? Will we descend together
into the dust?

[Bildad Speaks]
chapter 18 2 When will you end these speeches? Be sensible, and then we can talk. 3 Why are we
regarded as cattle and considered stupid in your sight? ... 5 The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out;
the flame of his fire stops burning. 6 The light in his tent becomes dark; the lamp beside him goes
out. 7 The vigor of his step is weakened; his own schemes throw him down. 8 His feet thrust him
into a net and he wanders into its mesh. 9 A trap seizes him by the heel;
13

a snare holds him fast. 10 A noose is hidden for him on the ground; a trap lies in his path. 11 Terrors
startle him on every side and dog his every step. 12 Calamity is hungry for him; disaster is ready for
him when he falls. 13 It eats away parts of his skin; death’s firstborn devours his limbs. 14 He is torn
from the security of his tent and marched off to the king of terrors. 15 Fire resides in his tent;
burning sulfur is scattered over his dwelling. 16 His roots dry up below and his branches wither
above. 17 The memory of him perishes from the earth; he has no name in the land. 18 He is driven
from light into darkness and is banished from the world. 19 He has no offspring or descendants
among his people, no survivor where once he lived. 20 Men of the west are appalled at his fate; men
of the east are seized with horror. 21 Surely such is the dwelling of an evil man; such is the place of
one who knows not God.
[Job Responds]
chapter 19 2 How long will you torment me and crush me with words? 3 Ten times now you have
reproached me; shamelessly you attack me. 4 If it is true that I have gone astray, my error remains
my concern alone. 5 If indeed you would exalt yourselves above me and use my humiliation against
me, 6 then know that God has wronged me and drawn his net around me. 7 Though I cry, ‘I’ve been
wronged!’ I get no response; though I call for help, there is no justice. ... 21 Have pity on me, my
friends, have pity, for the hand of God has struck me. 22 Why do you pursue me as God does? Will
you never get enough of my flesh? ... 25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will
stand upon the earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I
myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!

[Zophar Speaks]
chapter 20 2 My troubled thoughts prompt me to answer because I am greatly disturbed. 3 I hear a
rebuke that dishonors me, and my understanding inspires me to reply. ... 5 that the mirth of the
wicked is brief, the joy of the godless lasts but a moment. ... 29 Such is the fate God allots the
wicked, the heritage appointed for them by God.
[Job Speaks]
chapter 21 7 Why do the wicked live on, growing old and increasing in power? ... 17 Yet how often
is the lamp of the wicked snuffed out? How often does calamity come upon them, the fate God
allots in his anger? 18 How often are they like straw before the wind, like chaff swept away by a gale?
19
It is said, ‘God stores up a man’s punishment for his sons.’ Let him repay the man himself, so
that he will know it! 20 Let his own eyes see his destruction; let him drink of the wrath of the
Almighty. 21 For what does he care about the family he leaves behind when his allotted months
come to an end? ... 23 One man dies in full vigor, completely secure and at ease, 24 his body well
nourished, his bones rich with marrow. 25 Another man dies in bitterness of soul, never having
enjoyed anything good. 26 Side by side they lie in the dust, and worms cover them both. ... 29 Have
you never questioned those who travel? Have you paid no regard to their accounts— 30 that the evil
14

man is spared from the day of calamity, that he is delivered from the day of wrath? ...
you console me with your nonsense? Nothing is left of your answers but falsehood!

34

“So how can

1. Pray. Ask God for sensitivity when listening to someone who is suffering
.
2. What does Job say that is so appalling to Eliphaz?

3. Who suffers in this world according to Eliphaz?

4. Bildad picks up where Eliphaz left off. In 18:5 who is in trouble? What happens to the
wicked according to Bildad. List some of the things from chapter 18. Anything really
interesting to you personally? Why?

5. In 19:25-27 what do you think led Job to have such faith? How did his friends speeches
help or hinder him to have such faith?
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6. In 20:5, Zophar seems to ‘relent’, albeit ever so slightly from Eliphaz’s & Bildad’s stance,
why do you think he couched his statements about the wicked this way? What character trait
does he exemplify by talking about the wicked/godless this way?

7. In 21:7, 7-21, why is Job mad at God? Why is Job mad at his friends? Does his attitude
toward one affect his attitude toward the other? Why?

8. Think of a time you have listened to someone share with you while going through a rough
time or suffering. How did you respond? Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.” Why do you think God instructs us to act this way?
Why do you think we, as humans, have a tendency or want to explain things or just plain talk
so much when someone else suffers? Take this time to just pray for someone you know
who is going through a tough time
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Day #4
Round III: Getting personal...
Read the following dialogue from the book of Job.
[Eliphaz Speaks]
chapter 22 2 Can a man be of benefit to God? Can even a wise man benefit him? 3 What pleasure
would it give the Almighty if you were righteous? What would he gain if your ways were blameless?
4
Is it for your piety that he rebukes you and brings charges against you? 5 Is not your wickedness
great? Are not your sins endless? 6 You demanded security from your brothers for no reason; you
stripped men of their clothing, leaving them naked. 7 You gave no water to the weary and you
withheld food from the hungry, 8 though you were a powerful man, owning land— an honored man,
living on it. 9 And you sent widows away empty-handed and broke the strength of the fatherless. 10
That is why snares are all around you, why sudden peril terrifies you, 11 why it is so dark you cannot
see, and why a flood of water covers you. ... 23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored:
If you remove wickedness far from your tent ... 30 He will deliver even one who is not innocent,
who will be delivered through the cleanness of your hands.
[Job Responds]
chapter 23 2 Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy in spite of my groaning. 3 If only
I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling! 4 I would state my case before him and
fill my mouth with arguments. 5 I would find out what he would answer me, and consider what he
would say. 6 Would he oppose me with great power? No, he would not press charges against me. 7
There an upright man could present his case before him, and I would be delivered forever from my
judge. 8 But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find him. 9 When he is at
work in the north, I do not see him; when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. 10 But
he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 11 My feet have
closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way without turning aside. 12 I have not departed from
the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.
chapter 24 18 Yet they are foam on the surface of the water; their portion of the land is cursed, so
that no one goes to the vineyards. ... 22 But God drags away the mighty by his power; though they
become established, they have no assurance of life. 23 He may let them rest in a feeling of security,
but his eyes are on their ways. 24 For a little while they are exalted, and then they are gone; they are
brought low and gathered up like all others; they are cut off like heads of grain. 25 If this is not so,
who can prove me false and reduce my words to nothing?
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[Bildad Speaks]
chapter 25 2 Dominion and awe belong to God; he establishes order in the heights of heaven. 3
Can his forces be numbered? Upon whom does his light not rise? 4 How then can a man be
righteous before God? How can one born of woman be pure? 5 If even the moon is not bright and
the stars are not pure in his eyes, 6 how much less man, who is but a maggot— a son of man, who is
only a worm!
[Job Responds]
chapter 26 3 What advice you have offered to one without wisdom! And what great insight you
have displayed! 4 Who has helped you utter these words? And whose spirit spoke from your
mouth?
chapter 27 2 As surely as God lives, who has denied me justice, the Almighty, who has made me
taste bitterness of soul, 3 as long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils,
4

my lips will not speak wickedness, and my tongue will utter no deceit. 5 I will never admit you are
in the right; till I die, I will not deny my integrity. 6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let go
of it; my conscience will not reproach me as long as I live. 7 May my enemies be like the wicked, my
adversaries like the unjust!
chapter 28

12

But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding dwell?
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Man does not comprehend its worth; it cannot be found in the land of the living. ... 20 Where then
does wisdom come from? Where does understanding dwell? 21 It is hidden from the eyes of every
living thing, concealed even from the birds of the air. ... 28 And he said to man, ‘The fear of the
Lord—that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.’
chapter 30
me.

20

I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I stand up, but you merely look at

chapter 31 1 I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl. 2 For what is man’s lot
from God above, his heritage from the Almighty on high? 3 Is it not ruin for the wicked, disaster for
those who do wrong? 4 Does he not see my ways and count my every step? 5 If I have walked in
falsehood or my foot has hurried after deceit— 6 let God weigh me in honest scales and he will
know that I am blameless— ... 13 If I have denied justice to my menservants and maidservants when
they had a grievance against me ... 21 if I have raised my hand against the fatherless, knowing that I
had influence in court ... 24 If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, ‘You are my security,’
... 28 then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have been unfaithful to God on high.
... 38 “if my land cries out against me and all its furrows are wet with tears, 39 if I have devoured its
yield without payment or broken the spirit of its tenants, 40 then let briers come up instead of wheat
and weeds instead of barley.
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1. Pray. Ask God for perseverance.
2. Eliphaz accuses Job of a lot of wrongdoing (22:1-11), yet what does he see as the final
solution for Job (22:23, 30)? Is he correct? Why or why not?

3. Who is the “they” of 24:18?

4. Is Job changing his stance in 24:22-25 and agreeing with Eliphaz, Bildad, & Zophar? Do
you think Job’s friends have worn him down? Why or why not?

5. Job maintains that God has denied him justice (27:2) but look at 27:13-23. Does Job think
justice has been denied him because he acts righteously and is experiencing difficulty?
Explain your answer.
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6. Does it seem “normal” that Job fluctuates between statements of great faith (for example
23:10) and great anger? When you have gone through a time of suffering, did you do that
same thing?

7. Job lists a number of very moral, upright stances he has taken in life (31:1-6, 13, 21, 24, 39).
Is it any wonder Job is confused? Are there times in your life when you are confused about
what you experience even though you are earnestly seeking after God and living rightly
before Him?

8. Note: Zophar does not reply this time. Why do you think that is?
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Day #5
The Grand Finale: Elihu and God
Read the following dialogue from the book of Job.
[Elihu Speaks]
chapter 32 1 So these three men stopped answering Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes.
2
But Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite, of the family of Ram, became very angry with Job for
justifying himself rather than God. 3 He was also angry with the three friends, because they had
found no way to refute Job, and yet had condemned him. 4 Now Elihu had waited before speaking
to Job because they were older than he. 5 But when he saw that the three men had nothing more to
say, his anger was aroused. 6 So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: “I am young in years, and you
are old; that is why I was fearful, not daring to tell you what I know. 7 I thought, ‘Age should speak;
advanced years should teach wisdom.’ 8 But it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that
gives him understanding. 9 It is not only the old who are wise, not only the aged who understand
what is right.
chapter 33 12 But I tell you, in this you are not right, for God is greater than man.
complain to him that he answers none of man’s words?
chapter 34

10

13

Why do you

So listen to me, you men of understanding. Far be it from God to do evil,

from the Almighty to do wrong. 11 He repays a man for what he has done; he brings upon him what
his conduct deserves. 12 It is unthinkable that God would do wrong,
that the Almighty would pervert justice.
charge of the whole world?

13

Who appointed him over the earth? Who put him in

chapter 35 5 Look up at the heavens and see; gaze at the clouds so high above you.
6

If you sin, how does that affect him? If your sins are many, what does that do to him?

7

If you are righteous, what do you give to him, or what does he receive from your hand? 8 Your
wickedness affects only a man like yourself, and your righteousness only the sons of men.
chapter 37 14 Listen to this, Job; stop and consider God’s wonders. 15 Do you know how God
controls the clouds and makes his lightning flash? 16 Do you know how the clouds hang poised,
those wonders of him who is perfect in knowledge? 17 You who swelter in your clothes when the
land lies hushed under the south wind, 18 can you join him in spreading out the skies, hard as a
mirror of cast bronze?”
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[The Lord Speaks]
chapter 38 1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said: 2 “Who is this that darkens
my counsel with words without knowledge? 3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you
shall answer me. 4 Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand
... 12 Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its place, ... 16 Have you
journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep? ... 22 Have you entered the
storehouses of the snow or seen the storehouses of the hail
chapter 39 1 Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you watch when the doe bears
her fawn? ... 9 Will the wild ox consent to serve you? Will he stay by your manger at night? ... 19
Do you give the horse his strength or clothe his neck with a flowing mane?
chapter 40 2 Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God
answer him!” 3 Then Job answered the LORD: 4 “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? I put
my hand over my mouth. 5 I spoke once, but I have no answer— twice, but I will say no more.” 6
Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm: 7 “Brace yourself like a man; I will question you,
and you shall answer me.
8

Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify yourself?”

[Conclusion]
Then Job replied to the LORD: 2 “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours
can be thwarted. 3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?’ Surely I
spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 4 You said, ‘Listen
now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.’ 5 My ears had heard of you but
now my eyes have seen you. 6 Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”
chapter 42

1

7

After the LORD had said these things to Job , he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am
angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my
servant Job has. 8 So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a
burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not
deal with you according to your folly. You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job
has.” 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite did what the
LORD told them; and the LORD accepted Job’s prayer.
10

After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made him prosperous again and gave him
twice as much as he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him
before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble
the LORD had brought upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring. 12 The
LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first. He had fourteen thousand sheep, six
thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. 13 And he also had seven sons
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and three daughters. 14 The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the third
Keren-Happuch. 15 Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job’s
daughters, and their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this, Job
lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. 17
And so he died, old and full of years.

1. Pray. Ask God for humility.
2. Does Elihu really say anything different from Eliphaz, Bildad, & Zophar? What? In what
way?

3. In 37:14-18, to what does Elihu appeal to when talking to Job? Is he correct? Would you
appreciate someone pointing this out when you are facing a rough time? Why or why not?

4. The LORD finally speaks. To what does God appeal? Does this surprise you? Why or why
not?

5. Does God answer any of Job’s questions? Does God reveal to Job why all this suffering
came about?
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6. Are you satisfied with God’s response? Why or why not?

7. Why do you think God answered Job this way? (HINT: see 40:8)

8. What is Job’s final statement and summary?

9. In your life, what do you take as examples of God’s pleasure or displeasure with you? List
some. Is it fair to evaluate God’s pleasure or displeasure of you based on these things? Why
or why not?

10. Please read Romans 5:1-5 & I Peter 2:19-23. What is the role of suffering in the believers
life? Have you seen this principle at work in your life? When? How? Are there any shortcuts to growing up in our faith? (a rhetorical question!)
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Day #6
1. Pray. Ask God to show you how to use the knowledge gained from a study of Job in order
to better serve him and reflect his character in your life.
2. Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.
3. In what way would you say that Job lived out a life of faith?

4. In light of Job’s example, how is God challenging you to live the life of faith?

5. Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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6. What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week?
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Appendix #1
Where was Uz & what time period did Job occur in??
These two questions are inter-twined, like two sides of the same coin. For if one can identify where
this area is in Scripture, then one can look at when it is mentioned and use it as a means to compare
with some fairly common early dates known in Scripture.
Uz is mentioned 8 times in Scripture. The first reference is found in Gen. 10:23 where he is
mentioned as a “son of” Aram who was a “son of” Shem (one of Noah’s 3 sons, the Noah of the
worldwide deluge). Remember “son of” can mean “descendent” and not necessarily the direct
biological “son” of someone. This was a means of keeping track of someone’s genealogy rather
than a precise family tree. Shem was the son through whom eventually Abraham would be born
(and eventually Isaac, Jacob, Judah, Boaz, David, & Joseph & Mary).
But Uz is also mentioned in Gen. 22:21 where he is one of the sons of Nahor, Abraham’s brother,
making him Abraham’s nephew.
He is also mentioned in Gen. 36:28 where he is one of the sons of Dishan who was a Horite chief
living near the area of Edom (the descendants of Esau, the Esau who “sold his birthright to Jacob
for a bowl of stew” infamy).
There are also mentions of Uz in I Chronicles (1:17 & 1:42) and Jeremiah (25:20 & Lamentations
4:21). But how do any of these help us locate where the “land of Uz” is?
They really don’t, but they lend clues as to possibly where and when Job was located. If the “Uz”
referenced to in Job is an area where the “original” Uz of Gen. 10 is located, then that places Job in
the fertile crescent somewhere but also fairly early time wise - perhaps ever pre-dating Abraham
which might be as early as 2200 B.C. If that is the case, then as far as we know there were no “10
commandments” and the Pentateuch (the first 5 books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, & Deuteronomy; these books are conservatively thought to have originated around 1,400
B.C. after the exodus from Egypt) for they had not been revealed yet by God. This is of note since
one may look at the “theological” arguments employed by Job’s three friends and gain an insight
into early, perhaps very early understanding of what and how and why God works the way He does
in the world (as an interesting side note, almost without exception, all early, ancient civilizations have
some sort of animal sacrificial religious system whereby they tried to relate to the divine, and we see
that in Job 1:5). Even if Uz is an area settled by Nahor’s son (Abraham’s brother) this is still preOld Testament law and any assessment or evaluation of Job in light of Mosaic law codes and
principles would be anachronistic.
So while it seems no one can know for certain when and where Uz actually was, it is probably safe
to guess that this was an area in the fertile crescent during the time Abraham or before. Lest this
“surprise” someone at having a book of Scripture which doesn’t seem to neatly fit into the time line
of main scriptural revelation, remember Scripture does occasionally mention characters outside of
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Biblical stories who are genuine believers in God, such as Terah, Abraham’s father (Gen. 11: 25ff.)
& Melchizedek (king of Salem, priest of God Most High - Gen. 14:18). Job would then seem to be
one of these individuals for whom not a whole lot of background information is given, yet his faith
in the one true living God is indisputable.
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Joshua
Intro:
Joshua was one of the outstanding persons of the Old Testament: assistant to Moses (Exod.
24:13;32:17;33:11), one of the twelve spies sent to check out the land of Canaan (Num. 14), and a
very successful general (Exod. 17). He was both courageous and godly and was used greatly by God
in bringing His people into the promised land of Canaan.
The book of Joshua is a fascinating story of the faithfulness of God to care for His people. The
story picks up where the story of Moses ends in Deuteronomy – with the Israelites about to enter
and take the land of Canaan by force with the blessing of God’s protection and provision. Where
Moses was used by God to lead the Exodus – he would not be the man God chose for the next
phase – the Conquest. Interesting to note, however, is that the book of Joshua is not really about
Joshua at all – it is fundamentally about God. As you read, take notice of how God is the one
providing the military strategy for victory and His strategies, as Joshua faithfully carries them out, are
how they experience that victory. In this week’s study we will look at how God used Joshua to
accomplish His purposes and examine some key theological aspects of the book of Joshua – the
principal theme being that God is a covenant-keeping God who is faithful to keep His promises to
His people.
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Day #1
1.

Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”

2. Read Numbers 13-14 and Joshua 1:1-9
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: Following the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, Moses led them for
40 years in the desert. There, God exhibited His power & provision to the Israelites as He
provided for them by working miracles through Moses. As they arrived in Canaan, the
Israelites were told to go into Canaan and conquer the land. After sending spies into the
land, one of whom was Joshua, the people concluded the task was too great – and ultimately
God was not great enough to fulfill His promise to them. Among the spies, Joshua, along
with Caleb, was alone in trusting the Lord to take the land. God punished the Israelites and
appointed Joshua as commander of the remaining army and leader of the conquest of
Canaan. Joshua’s task was huge!
4. Have you ever felt like God could not use you to accomplish great things? Why do we
sometimes believe that more than we believe that He can?

5.

Joshua finds himself facing a Herculean task in conquering the land of Canaan. Yet, we
don’t see God simply telling him, “do it because I said so.” Instead, we see God in Joshua
1:1-9 offering instruction and great encouragement to him – all intertwined. When God is
preparing us for a task, He always offers encouragement (even when we’re ignoring it!).
How many times does God tell Joshua to be “strong and courageous” and “don’t be afraid”?
Why does He offer so much encouragement to Joshua? Is it a sin for Joshua to be so afraid?
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6. Joshua 1:6 uses the word “inheritance”. This has rich theological significance today as it
relates to the spiritual blessings we are recipients of in Christ. (Read 1 Peter 1:4). How do we
know we will ultimately receive those blessings? Do you ever get impatient for them like the
Israelites did?

7.

In Joshua 1:1-9, the Lord offers specific instruction & encouragement for victory. Likewise,
Christ has offered us specific instruction & encouragement for victory in life (fleeing sin,
sharing your faith, not dating/marrying unbelievers, caring for the poor, avoiding divorce,
etc). Why do we find it difficult to follow God’s instructions even when we see in Joshua
they will lead to ultimate victory in our lives?
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Day #2
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2. Read Joshua 2:1-1-24
3. Why were the spies sent into the land by Joshua? Why did they choose a prostitute’s house?

4. Was Joshua failing to trust God by not simply charging into the land? Is it wrong to not
follow His will somewhat ‘blindly’? When should we look before we leap?

BIBLICAL NOTE: In the book of Numbers, the information the
spies gathered was used as a reason to rebel against God. In Joshua 2,
we see Joshua gathering information to still accomplish God’s
commandments. Joshua’s intent and obedience has not waivered. It
seems allowable by God and advised by scriptural precedent to “look
before we leap” – but we must still leap.
5. What do you notice about Rahab’s comments in verses 8-13? From what she says, how
might the Israelites be encouraged by the things God has been doing?
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6. How does the spies’ response to Rahab’s request for mercy reflect on Joshua leadership
example? What does it say about the commander they represent? What does it say about the
God he represents?

7. Reread verses 23-24. What was the report from Joshua’s ‘looking before he leaps’ strategy?
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Day #3
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read Joshua 3:1-17
3. In verse 5 Joshua tells the people to “consecrate themselves”. The people's self-consecration
consisted of their turning their hearts to God and getting their attitudes and actions right
with Him (cf. Matt. 3:2; 4:17). What is the significant of this for us today? Do we need to
consecrate ourselves today to prepare for the tasks God gives us? How can we do that?

4. In verse 7, the Lord is telling Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you . . .so they will know
that I will be with you. . .” God is trusting Joshua with leadership saying, “I will give you
influence but it’s for my glory, not yours.” He obviously wants the people to know more
about Him rather than Joshua in doing this. How can we use the influence God gives us to
show people that God is a faithful, covenant-keeping God? How do we avoid the
temptation to exalt ourselves?

5. BIBLICAL NOTE: The Israelites crossed the Jordan River when the river was at its widest,
deepest, and swiftest, in late April or early May. As the snow on Mt. Hermon melts and the
rainy season ends, the Jordan rises to a depth of 10-12 feet and floods to a width of 300-360
feet at this point today. Normally it is only 150-180 feet wide here. (The original Hebrew
language that the book of Joshua was written in suggests that the Jordan River was within its
banks at the time the Israelites crossed it.) The people considered crossing the river at this
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time of year by swimming a heroic feat in ancient times (cf. 1 Chron. 12:15). This is probably
how the spies crossed. At any rate – it’s a major obstacle and not one overcome without
God’s provision.
6. Reread verses 10-11. What is the common thread of success for the Israelites between their
river crossing experience and future battles they would fight against hostile enemies?

7. BIBLICAL NOTE: Through the experience of parting the Jordan River, God is reminding
the Israelites of His great power and His great presence with them as they were entering the
land. This helps to build the trust of the people of God “in peace time” so they might trust
Him more fully when the “wars” begin on the other shore.
Think of your own life for a moment. Where do you see God at work in your life right
now? Don’t exclude things that God is doing that some might see as “small” things. What
might God be preparing you for tomorrow through His faithfulness in your life today?

As you look back on your life can you see how God prepared you for a major faith event?
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Day #4
1. Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.
2. Read Joshua 4:1-24.
3. Memorials serve as a reminder of important events in history. We build them all the time in
the United States. In chapter 4, the memorial stones are a very significant symbol for the
Israelites. They are a visual reminder. God tells Joshua the significance of this memorial is to
serve as a visual reference point for the miracle God performed in crossing the Jordan. God
intends for these people to build a spiritual legacy among them in their new land. What
visual reminders do we have today of our own spiritual legacy here in our country? What
visual reminders do we see or practice in church today?

4. If you are a father or mother or you believe God is calling you to be one someday, how can
we be faithful to pass on a spiritual legacy in our own lives? Do you have any “spiritual
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters?” Many people point to a relationship like this as lifechanging. How does this reflect the importance God places on the institution of the family?

36

5. BIBLICAL NOTE: There were two piles of 12 stones each, one at Gilgal (vv. 3-8, 20) and
one in the Jordan River bed (v. 9).53 The Israelites probably constructed two memorials
because the crossing was so miraculous that God wanted to be sure their children and the
Canaanites believed it really happened. The monument at Gilgal probably consisted of large
stones that people could not normally remove from the river bed. Building a monument in
the river was impossible under normal circumstances due to the volume and current of the
water there. Thus the Israelite children and the Canaanites had a double proof, two
witnesses, of God's faithfulness and power. God specified 12 stones for each monument to
represent the 12 tribes.
6. Sometimes, we lack setting aside time to meditate and reflect on God’s faithfulness to us.
This lack of reflection results in our inability to use the ways God works in our lives as an
encouragement to people. When we do this, one writer says we effectively shut the mouth of
God in our lives. As people, how can we serve as a visual encouragement of God’s
faithfulness to people? What are some ways you can actively pursue this?
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Day #5
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read Joshua 5:1-6:27
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: God guaranteed Joshua's success only as he kept the Mosaic Law (1:7).
It was necessary therefore that all the males who had been born in the wilderness and had
not undergone circumcision should do so. Circumcision included the individual male in the
blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 17). It was a prerequisite for partaking in the
Passover that God required of all Israelites yearly (Exod. 12). Circumcision was the mark
that someone belonged covenantally to God. It distinguished a person from the unbelieving,
Gentile world: “when a stranger sojourns with you and would keep the Passover to the Lord,
let all his males be circumcised, then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as one
that is born in the land – for no uncircumcised person shall eat of it” (Ex. 12:48). Finally,
man’s sinful condition is called “the uncircumcision of your flesh” by Paul (Col. 2:13). As
the stones just set up near the Jordan, circumcision was also a memorial.
4. In 5:13, Joshua comes upon a ‘man standing in front of Him’. This ‘man’ is actually the
Angel of the Lord, Commander of His army. What is the Angel of the Lord revealing to
Joshua? Does the Lord ‘need’ Joshua? What does this teach us about our place in serving
within the Kingdom?

5. Joshua learns from the Angel of the Lord that He is actually not for either side (The
Israelites or Jericho). Rather he reveals that God is for Himself. Does this surprise you to
hear that God isn’t picking sides? Looking at Chapter 1, does that sound hypocritical to
destroy the army at Jericho and let the Israelites prevail and also say He is not picking sides?
Does it seem fair?
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6. The Life of Joshua is one of a faithful leader who follows God’s commandments and simply
allows God to lead the people through Him. Spend some time praying that God would give
you a servant heart like Joshua’s, who was willing to allow God to use him for God’s
Kingdom purposes.
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Day #6
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.
3. What are some of the things that God has taught you this week about the life of faith
through the example of Joshua?

4. Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.

5.

What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Caleb
Intro:
Within the Scriptures that bring Caleb to our eyes we see clearly the marked division and stark
contrast between lives anchored in faith, and lives built upon the sands of self-reliance. Caleb’s
simple, effective trust in God to be God shines as a beacon to us across the ages. He simply trusted
God to do all that He had promised, and was ready at each opportunity to act on that belief. This
trust transformed Caleb from an ‘also ran’ to a mighty example of the boldness and confidence that
marks the man or woman of faith, whose God is the LORD.
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Day #1:
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2. Read Numbers 13:1-24. (Note: These events take place approximately 1446 BC1.)
3. Sending spies out prior to a military venture makes good military sense. From ancient times,
many of the nations flexing military muscle employed spies. (See the example in Genesis
42:9 – some 430 years prior to Caleb’s spy mission at around 1876 BC 1, Joseph accused his
brothers of being spies when they came to Egypt seeking relief from a severe famine.) Why
does God command to send these men on a mission to spy out the land? What do you
think He was trying to accomplish by sending them?

4. How many spies were sent out? Why? What is the significance of that number?

5. List the specific tasks the spies were charged with at the outset of their mission?
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6. There are numerous accounts after this, during the conquest, of spies being sent into the
lands ahead of the army of Israel. (For additional examples see Joshua 2:1; Judges 1:23; and
Judges 18:2.) What do these spy missions have in common with our current account in
Numbers 13? What stands out about the account in Numbers 13 that is different from these
other spy missions?

7. It is helpful and revealing to consult a map when reading accounts such as this in Scripture.
There is so much that we can miss by just reading through the text without paying attention
to details that are recorded for our edification, or facts that bring glory to God! We are
informed in Numbers 13:21 that the spies set out from “. . . the wilderness of Zin . . .” and
traveled “. . . as far as Rehob, at Lebo-hamath.” In Joshua 14:6 Caleb mentions the point of
departure for the spies as the city of Kadesh-barnea near the southern end of the Wilderness
of Zin. Current archaeology has so far been unable to locate Rehob, but Hamath (Lebohamath means “the entrance to Hamath”) has been placed by some as near the SW shores of
Chinnereth, the Sea of Galilee. So we are given a range of travel for the spy mission – a
minimum linear distance (as the crow flies) of some 165 miles! The terrain would have
discouraged any straight line of travel, however! Even if the spies stuck to the established
trade routes of the day, their round trip would have taken something nearer to/greater than
400 miles in 40 days. (And some commentaries more than double that mileage by placing
Hamath much farther North!) That’s an average on the low end of something more than 10
miles per day over some fairly rough terrain and under some pretty tough living conditions.
What do these facts indicate to you about the men that participated in the spy mission?
What possible character traits and physical attributes could you imagine in these individuals?
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Day #2:
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Read Numbers 13:25-33.
3. From what you know of the tasks Moses set forth for the spies (Day 1, #5), and from a read
of the initial report in verses 25-29, can we say whether they had fulfilled their mission, or
not?

4. Part of the report of the spies was that they had seen descendants of the Nephilim in the
land. Consult a concordance and see what you can learn of these people from finding,
listing and reading other references to the Nephilim, Anakim and the Rephaim in the
Scriptures. (If you don’t have access to a concordance at home, you can search for these
terms at www.BibleGateway.com in the Bible translation of your choice – a very handy
website for the student of the Bible. Concordances are also available online. See note 2.)
Why were these people feared by the Israelites?

5. These were physically imposing people – large and strong! There is another son of Anak, or
Anakim, worthy of note in the Scriptures. Read Joshua 11:21-23 and 1 Samuel 17:1-11 for
the familiar story. Don’t be afraid of doing a little math! (A cubit is about 18 inches in
length, and a shekel is about .4 ounces, or 11.5 grams, in weight.) What facts about the
Anakim are made a bit more concrete from these passages?
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6. Consider your life for a moment. What are some large, imposing obstacles you may be
facing? What seeming insurmountable situations has God called you to face?

7. Immediately after hearing the talk about the enemy’s strengths in verses 28 & 29, Caleb
quiets the murmuring of the people, and declares, “We should by all means go up and take
possession of it, for we shall surely overcome it.” Do you think Caleb was aware of the facts
– did he have the same intelligence that the other 11 spies had when he gave this opinion of
Israel’s next move? Explain your answer.

8. Did the 10 spies give an accurate report of the circumstances? Do you see any inconsistencies
in their testimony before the people? (Hint: see Numbers 13:27 & 32.)

9. What do you think were the base reasons for the bad report from the 10 spies? What does
this tell you about their focus?
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10. What do you see different between the report of the 10 as opposed to the report offered by
Caleb?

11. Caleb saw the complete picture. He saw One more fact than all the others, save Joshua. He
recognized the problems, he saw the many obstacles, but he also recognized God was bigger
than them all! He saw the opposition, but he also understood the promise, and that the One
who promised was faithful! The focus of the majority was on the problems they were
facing, and on themselves. Caleb’s was on his God, and on His promises! Where is your
focus as you come up against those appointed times that test and temper your faith?

46

Day #3
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read Numbers 14:1-10.
3. Rebellion was brewing in the camp. At what point did this rebellion begin? List the
grumblings of the congregation after they had believed the bad report from the 10 spies.

4. The people were filled with fear over the prospect of facing the Nephilim and the heavily
fortified cities of the land. Was it OK for them to be afraid? What was the focus of the
congregation – in what had they placed their confidence?

5. After the people had believed the bad report, how did they react? What fates did they
consider as being better than facing these peoples in battle?
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6. Look again at verse 4! What was the people’s two-fold solution to their perceived dilemma?

7. Caleb & Joshua’s speech in Numbers 14:6-9 contains a conditional statement, “IF the
LORD is pleased with us, THEN He will bring us into the land, and give it to us . . .” Given
the immediate context, what would it have taken for the LORD to have been pleased with
His people?

8. There may be things in your life that you’re afraid of, or situations you face that cause you to
question God, or to complain about circumstances. How do you react in these situations?

9. In light of these situations, with who can you more readily identify, the TWO or the TEN?
The TWO or the CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL? Where is your focus?
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10. Our Christian life is often referred to as a walk. Steady, ongoing progress, step-by-step. It is
a dynamic thing realized incrementally across time. It is NOT a reference to or pride in a
step taken sometime in the past. Rather it is the constant, day-by-day trust, belief in, and
reliance upon the living God. Rebellion against God can take place when we turn our eyes
from Him and His plan to ourselves and our personal ambitions, thinking our plans are
better or more insightful. Examine your life today, right now. How have you exhibited faith
most recently? What opportunity for faith is before you now?
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Day #4
1. Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.
2. Read Numbers 14:10-38.
3. The people reacted unfavorably to the speech given by Joshua and Caleb in Numbers 14:7-9.
What course did the people pursue in reaction to this speech? Can you imagine or explain
why the people reacted so rashly?

4. As we learned on Day 1, it was God that had commanded Moses to send the spies into the
land before the army. Do you think the results of this divinely-appointed spy mission took
the LORD by surprise? Can you defend your answer from the Scriptures? Which of God’s
attributes would be challenged if this were true?

5. Moses intercedes for the people, placing himself and some carefully chosen words between
the people and the LORD. What are the main points or pleas that Moses gives to the
LORD when the LORD informs Moses that He will make of him a great nation in Israel’s
stead?

6. The people grumbled and complained at the bad report the 10 spies had brought. They
were feeling sorry for themselves and (not for the first time) bemoaned their fate! They even
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considered that they would have been better off had they died in Egypt, or had died in the
wilderness along the way! God fashioned His judgment after their grumbling – their
punishment befitting their sin. This rebellious generation would die in the wilderness, and
they would never come into the promised land. Though the punishment seems harsh, what
are some possible reasons for the elimination of the rebellious ones? (Hint: the 10 spies
who had first spread discontent among the people with their bad report were taken by a
plague almost immediately. See Numbers 14:36-38.) Who among the people were to die?

7. The LORD punished the rebellion of His people in part by causing them to wander for 40
years in the wilderness. It seems common knowledge among many today that Israel
wandered for 40 years. But, why 40 years?

8. What kind of opposition have you faced from friends or family, at home, at school, or at the
workplace when the path God wishes you to follow goes against popular opinion? Does
God’s gracious treatment of both Caleb & Joshua in this episode offer you confidence in
following God when you come to decision points in your life?
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Day #5
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read Joshua 14:5-15; Joshua 15:13-14.
3. Caleb is sometimes listed in the Scripture as “Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite.”
The Kenizzites are first mentioned in Scripture in Genesis 15 among the peoples inhabiting
the Promised Land in Abram’s/Abraham’s day – the peoples that were eventually to be
displaced during the conquest. What attribute(s) of God do you see in a descendant of this
people being included in Israel’s line and Caleb’s ancestry?

4. Now some 45 years after our account of the spies in Numbers 13 & 14, Caleb comes before
Joshua, claims a promise made by Moses, and makes request of a certain area in the hill
country. (See Joshua 14:12.) What about this particular hill country motivated Caleb’s
request?

5. There were most likely many reasons that Caleb sought out the Anakim. Why do you think
it was important to him to finally return there and face them in battle?

52

6. Caleb is now 85 years old. His tenacity in following through on a 45-year-old score is
admirable, and he was indeed successful in driving the Anakim from the land. Where did
Caleb’s faith to face the Anakim come from?
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Day #6
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Read through the entire account of the spies, and of the events recorded in Joshua which
took place after the 40 years of wandering. (Numbers 13 & 14; Joshua 14:5-15; Joshua
15:13-14.) Review the questions and your answers from your study surrounding Caleb this
week.
3. What about Caleb impresses you most?

4. There is more written about Caleb, son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite than we have had
opportunity to look at this week. Return to your concordance, or www.BibleGateway.com
to pursue his name in the pages of Scripture. Learn about the impact he had on one other
man, specifically his son-in-law. Through association with Caleb, and his relationship with
his God, what position of prominence does Caleb’s son-in-law man reach?
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5. How is your life perceived by others? It is something to consider, as we all influence those
around us whether that is our goal, or not. Continue to pray that God would be seen by
others in you, and that your life testimony brings glory to Him.

NOTES:
1.) All dates presented herein are taken from “A Survey of Israel’s History, Revised & Enlarged
Edition”, by Leon J. Wood, and revised by David O’Brien. See page 387 for “A Chronological
Chart” which displays certain dates of note in Israel’s timeline as presented in the Scriptures.
2.) There are many useful web-based Bible study tools that are available to the disciple. A list of
informative links to these tools is maintained on the Wildwood Community Church website, at
www.wildwoodchurch.org.
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Rahab
Intro:
A couple years ago a woman crossed my path with blazing orange hair, faded tattoos covering her
arms, crooked teeth and outdated glasses. A middle aged woman, her body bore the added weight
of middle age, her eyes darted around the room, excited yet still aware of the happenings in the
crowded room. She came to me in the midst of coffee time, bowling up to me at full speed with
something obviously on her mind. Someone had told her where I was from and she wanted
urgently to meet up “for a chat”. Taking a look at her, first glance, I was a little concerned: Is she
safe? So many people came to the bible studies, so many off the streets…After organizing to meet
she walked off to talk to some of the leaders in the group. I sat there a little relieved to see that she
was interacting with people I knew to be safe, solid Christians; perhaps this wouldn’t be a mistake.
On the day of our meeting, within five minutes she began recounting details of her past: starting
from the age of 15 she had been a sex worker, selling sex for alcohol to numb family life and
adolescence, a “down and outer” late in life whom the doctors had written off as good as dead. Yet
as we talked, she was six years sober, celebrating two years as a believer in Jesus, a year into Bible
college, (which she finished even though she’d never finished high school!) and bursting of the
“wonderful grace” God had shown her. There was no way she would have imagined life being so
full, God being so faithful, or the possibilities of what he could do in her life, yet it all began with
faith in Jesus Christ. Thinking of Rahab, this woman comes to mind as a modern day example of
the gutsy yet simple faith Rahab exudes, who had witnessed first hand God delivering abundantly
more than she could ever think to ask. Rahab’s story is smattered with unknowns: How old was
she when the Israelites left Egypt . . . was she even alive? Why did she believe and no others in
Jericho? How did the spies find her place to begin with? What happened after they left her home?
What was her life following the fall of Jericho? Clues are left for us to see, but as with other heroes
of faith, we are left with a skeleton to see this woman of God. However, what we do see in the brief
passages we have of Rahab is a provoker of faith, a woman of the world, common as mud, who is
keenly observant and fantastically brave. Her life affirms that no one is outside the reach of God.
Her life challenges us to not only believe in the Lord but hand in hand, to trust “that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
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Day #1
1.

Let us pray for eyes to see Rahab as she was.

2.

Read Joshua 2: 1-24

3.

What do you observe about Rahab? Think along surface lines:
- What people does she come from?

4.

-

What is Rahab’s occupation?

-

What about her family?

-

What is her standing with the authorities?

-

What do you notice about her personality?

The question of Rahab’s character has been a subject of controversy between some groups.
In the NIV, verse one’s use of prostitute is footnoted with a suggestion that Rahab may
have been an innkeeper.
“Both Jewish and Christian writers, for very obvious reasons, have been unwilling to
admit the disreputable character of Rahab when introduced into Scripture history
and have chosen to interpret the word zona, “harlot,” as “hostess,” as if from zun, “to
nourish” (Moody, 1988).
-

What ideas do you associate with prostitution?

-

Is there any significance to these different occupations and Rahab’s status as a
woman in the lineage of Jesus Christ (Matt 1: 5)?

As with many of the persons of the New Testament who have led lives unparalleled with the
will and character of God, Rahab’s presence here only affirms that there is no one outside
the reach of God.
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5.

Oftentimes we connect “being used” by God as a direct correlation to how strong our faith
is, or is not, as the case may be. Is there any connection with a person’s past and God’s
willingness to bless their faith? Are there things in your life you believe that restrict you
from being used by God? Where in Scripture can you find what God’s criterion is when it
comes to “being used”? Take a look at Matthew 17:20; 21: 21-22, especially in regards to
faith. If you’re willing, go to your kitchen cupboard and look at your spice rack under
“Mustard”, pull out the dusty container and see how much faith God requires of you to
grow. A mere smidgen of a seed! When looking at Hebrews 11:6 we see that part of that
smidgen of faith requires that we believe God is going to reward us. How do you feel about
that?

6.

Rahab observed what God was doing around her and acknowledged His existence, which
the writer of Hebrews 11:6 states is a key component of faith. Do you see God at work
around you? If so, how do you respond to what you see or hear? How does that
knowledge deepen your understanding of who God is?
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Day #2
1. Let us pray to grow in fear and love of the Lord
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” Proverbs 1:7
2. Read Joshua 2:8-11, Exodus 14: 21- 31, Numbers 21: 21-35
3. Throughout the brief passage in Joshua we see a woman with a deep conviction in God.
It’s unknown to us as readers, the time gap between the Exodus of the Israelities and
Rahab’s age at the present. The events she alludes to may have been current events in
her lifetime or during her parents lifetime; we don’t know. However, we do know that
these events sparked faith and belief in the Lord of the Isrealites. In Romans Paul says:
“Consequently faith comes by hearing”.
List the events Rahab heard about:

4. What did these accounts reveal about God’s character and his relationship with the
Israelites?

5. How do the two opposing armies in Exodus 14 compare to the people of Jericho in how
they respond to the news that the Israelites were approaching. What words did Rahab
use to express the people’s emotional status? What do you observe in the Egyptian
army?
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6. Look at Numbers 21: 21-35. Which verses point out the kings’ outcome? What became
of their land and their people? Would this have given Rahab and the people of Jericho
sufficient reason to say “no courage remained in any man”? Explain your thoughts.

7. There’s a certain confidence in being a part of God’s family that’s seen in these passages.
Romans 8:31 says “If God is for us, who is against us?” It’s true, most of us personally
do not face literal armies opposing us in our day to day lives but we face opposition in
many subtle and not-so-subtle ways. Our struggle “is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” as
Paul said, but through these verses we can take courage in facing the opposition to faith
knowing that “His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and
excellence.” (2 Peter 1:3) How do the reactions of the human armies opposing the
Israelites give you encouragement and courage to steadfastly follow God despite the
opposition?

8. Rahab is not only an example of faith but also an example of a keen observer! Practice
your observation skills and list out events in the recent past that have encouraged your
faith in God.
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Day #3
1.

Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled
with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise
of God.”

2.

Read Joshua 2: 1-24, James 2:25

3.

Scan at least two of the following passages: John 4: 5-30, Acts 8: 26-39; 16: 11-15; 10: 148. What common thread do you find in these passages? How is God’s faithfulness seen
here? What parallel does this have with Rahab’s encounter with the spies from the
Israelities? Can you think of any other examples where God has sent messengers to
people whose hearts were ready to receive truth?

4.

Turn back to Joshua and look at verses 2:2-7. What do you notice from Rahab’s actions?
Do you find these actions contradictory to a life of faith? Have you ever experienced any
circumstances where you, a believer, are cleared to hide the truth for a higher cause?
Anecdotes abound of people hiding Jews during WWII, Brother Andrew smuggling Bibles
into “closed countries” and modern day Christians following in his footsteps all in the
name of Christ. Is her deception justified by her motives?

5.

Reflect on your answer to question #4 and look at James 2:25. What did James attribute
her righteousness to?
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6.

How do our actions reveal our faith?

7.

As believers in the 21st century we rely on statements of faith before acts; however, Rahab
blows this paradigm to pieces. We’ve observed her hospitality, compromising her
standing with the local authorities, hiding the spies for the day and then finally in verses 813 Rahab divulges a confession of faith. How did the spies respond to her confession of
faith (Hint: look at verses 14 and 24)? What impact did her confession of faith have on
the spies report?

8.

What stands out in the manner of Rahab’s request in verse 12? What do you notice in the
spies’ response?

9.

Hebrews 11:6 states “…that [God] rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” Does it seem
audacious to expect rewards from God or do you view his rewards as an intended
outcome of faith?

62

10.

Do you ever hold back from asking a difficult request from God because it appears
impossible or “too much” or that you are undeserving?
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Day #4
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read Joshua 2: 14-24, 6:15-25, Hebrews 11: 6, 31
3. Look now to Joshua 2: 12-24 and list the stipulations made by the Israelites and Rahab in
their oaths. How did these stipulations encourage Rahab to continue in faith while she
waited for the Israelites return? Use your imagination to think through the conversations
Rahab might have had with her family, her continued interaction with the local authorities,
and the questions in her own mind about her future relationship with the Israelites. How
would this have further challenged her to place her trust in God?

4. We are all waiting for something (healing, relationship, job, school, etc.). What are you
waiting for? How has your faith been challenged to hope in God during this waiting time?
Have you felt challenged, discouraged, deepened or stagnant during this time?

5.

BIBLICAL NOTE: Romans 8:24-25 encourages all you who are waiting and hopeful, “For
in hope we are saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” Likewise, 2
Corinthians 4:18 states, “…because we look not at what can be seen; for what can be seen is
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal” and 2 Corinthians 5:7 states, “…for we walk
by faith and not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7.)

6. Did both sides fulfill the stipulations made in their oaths? Note the verses where you see
their fulfillment.
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7. In what ways do we see God’s faithfulness to Rahab in verses 6:15-25?

8. BIBLICAL NOTE: Rahab not only had the word-of-mouth remembrance of God’s power
and faithfulness, but throughout this encounter with Joshua and the spies she had tangible
evidence of God’s faithfulness.
9. What impact does first-hand experience have on your walk with the Lord versus testimonies

you hear of God’s faithfulness in others lives?
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Day #5
1. Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.
2. Read Matthew 1:5, Ephesians 3:14-21, Hebrews 11:6
3. What does Matthew 1:5 show you about God’s faithfulness?

4. Ephesians 3: 20-21 says, “Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all
that we can ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and forever. Amen.” How is the
truth of this verse evident in Rahab’s life?

5. Has God done anything in your life that has blown your expectations?

6. BIBLICAL NOTE: The promise in Ephesians 3:20 is not only an incredible promise, but
it’s a reminder that we cannot box God into all that we can think or ask: He is infinitely
more, He has infinitely more, He is willing to do infinitely more. Rahab is a testimony to
this!
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Day #6
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.
3. In what way would you say that Rahab lived out a life of faith?

4. In light of Rahab’s example, how is God challenging you to live the life of faith?

5. Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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6. What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Gideon
Intro:
The Midianites were Bedouin nomads and descendents of Abraham and Keturah who occupied the
plains that bordered the Arabian Desert to the east of Moab and Ammon. They were raiders who
descended on the Israelites at harvest times, stole their crops and possessions, and then retreated to
their own land. They did not want to kill the Israelites and take over their land. They preferred to
let the Israelites sow and harvest the crops and then steal what God’s people had labored so hard to
produce. The Midianites conducted their raids on camels that made them very hard to overtake in
pursuit. To conceal their harvested crops and other valuable possessions the Israelites hid them in
caves and other holes in the ground. The Amalekites and other tribes that lived in the Arabian
Desert east of Canaan joined the Midianites in their raids. These desert-dwellers were the “sons of
the east” (Judges 6:3). The raids extended all the way to Gaza on the Mediterranean coast (v. 4), far
into Israel. After seven years of these locust-like raids the Israelites were at their wits end and called
out to Yahweh in their misery (v. 6). In response to their cries God sent a prophet (v. 8) to explain
the reason for their discipline. They had disobeyed the Lord (v. 10). (Background info resourced
greatly by Dr. Tom Constable’s notes found at
http://www.soniclight.com/constable/notes/pdf/judges.pdf)
About the time of the eighth Midianite invasion, God calls a farmer in Manasseh named Gideon to
become the deliverer of His people. Gideon starts his career as somewhat of a coward, becomes a
conqueror, and ends as a compromiser. But more space is devoted to Gideon in the Book of Judges
than to any other judge: and Gideon’s personal struggles with faith are recorded for us to see. God
has something to show us from Gideon’s journey. Gideon is a great encouragement to people who
have a hard time accepting themselves and believing that God can make anything out of them or do
anything with them. His story reveals a gracious God that is patient with His children and that the
development of faith and leadership is a lifelong process.
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Day #1
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read Judges 6:11-24
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: Normally, the Israelites beat out their wheat on a hill, so the winds
could blow the chaff away, leaving the grain. However, Gideon was beating out his grain in
a wine press. The Israelites built wine presses in lower lying areas so the juice of the grapes
would not run off.
Why do you think Gideon is working in a less conspicuous place?

4. How does the “Angel of the Lord” address Gideon in v.12?

5. How does Gideon’s view of himself (v. 15) compare with God’s view of him (v. 12)? Why
the discrepancy?
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6. Does your perspective always match up with God’s? Why or why not? (Read verses like 2
Cor. 5:21, Heb. 10 or Rom. 8:1 for an idea of how God sees you. For more references or
information, see appendix following this week’s study.)

7. How is Gideon feeling in v. 13? What does this show you about his faith?

8. What piece of information is Gideon forgetting (v. 12 & 16)? Is this a promise you have
today? How do you know?

9. Notice that the promise is given by God both before and after Gideon expresses his
insecurities and doubts. What does this tell you about God? Is He afraid of our
feelings/concerns? Do they change His promise? Is this a God you could trust to be honest
with?

10. Gideon asks for a sign (v. 17) that it really is God speaking to him. Why do you think he
does this?
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11. God is gracious to accommodate Himself to Gideon’s unbelief. God meets Gideon in his
tender faith. God is building him into a leader. When and how have you doubted God?
What was His response?

12. Are you willing to be used by Him HOWEVER He sees fit?

13. Pay special attention to v. 22-24. On whom is Gideon’s focus now? As Gideon, full of fear
and self-doubt, is about to face his biggest battle (v. 16b), how important is the Lord’s Peace
to him? As you face daily battles, what character quality of God are you clinging to? How
does it help you?
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Day #2
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Read Judges 6:25-40
3. What does the Lord ask Gideon to do (Judges 6: 25-26)? Who does the altar belong to?
What is Gideon’s response in Judges 6:27? Does it make sense that he would be afraid?
(Note: Remember he belongs to a family (and city!) that worships Baal. Tearing down the
altar would constitute a public confession of Gideon’s commitment to the Lord, NOT Baal.)

4. What are some false gods we might worship today? Do you have any altars that you need to
tear down? What action steps will you take to do it? Remember our God is a jealous God
(Ex. 20:5) and will not share His glory or our love with another.

5. Now the men of the city want to kill Gideon! Who steps up to defend him? Joash would
have every reason to be angry, so why the change of heart?
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6. Think of a time you took a stand for God. How did God protect you? Did your act of faith
encourage another to take a stand, like Joash? In the same token, when have you been
encouraged by the faith of another?

7. What is the significance of God asking Gideon to practice his faith at home before asking
him to take on the Midianites?

8. What is happening in v. 33? Who does God send to help? Whose battle is this to win?

9. What does Gideon ask of God is v. 36-39? Why?

10. BIBLICAL NOTE: Note that there are very specific circumstances to Gideon’s asking for a
fleece. a. God has already told him what would happen. b. Gideon asks for confirmation of
what God has already said. c. That confirmation requires two miracles for proof.
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11. How do we receive assurance today? What does this passage show us about God? How
does this situation grow Gideon’s faith?

12. Do you put conditions on God before you will trust Him? How, in your life, has He proven
Himself trustworthy already?

13. Gideon does not need to ask for these signs; God has already promised to help him (v. 12,
14, & 16) and has given him a sign (v. 21). Notwithstanding, Gideon’s’ faith needs some
added support and God provides this without reproof (James 1:5-6). That God meets
Gideon in his weakness AGAIN proves that He is a gracious God that understands how we
are made! Note that God isn’t angry and doesn’t give up. He is working with Gideon and
has plans for him (Phil. 1:6). How does this encourage you in your walk of faith? How is a
small faith better than no faith?

14. These miraculous demonstrations by God do strengthen Gideon’s faith and he is now ready
to lead the Israelites into battle. There is nothing for Gideon to do but to confront the
enemy and trust God for the victory (1 John 5:4). How has God strengthened your faith?
In what areas are you trusting God for victory in your life?
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Day #3
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2.
3. Read Judges 7:1-22
4. The Midianite army has 135,000 men (Judges 8:10). Gideon has gathered 32,000 men for his
army. God reminds Gideon to give any that were afraid the opportunity to go home (Deut.
20:8), which he did in v. 3. Do you think there is any relation between fear and being able to
serve? Then God says even the remaining 10,000 were too many (v. 4). What is God’s
reason (v. 2)?

5. How many men were left for the battle against the Midianites? What does God promise to
do with this number (v. 7)?

6. How is Gideon feeling now (v. 10)? What is the significance that God knows this?
(Hebrews 4:14-16) God knows our deepest heart and understands. How is this an
encouragement to you? How can you use this to encourage others?

7. BIBLICAL NOTE: Note the reduction of the army not only allows God to receive the
glory for the victory, but also exposes the fear in Gideon’s heart. God’s plans will be

76

accomplished, but He is a personal God that is faithful to His children to purify them, grow
their faith, and make them more like His Son. (1 Pet. 1:6-9)
8. Be honest with God about your insecurities, feelings or concerns. He knows them anyway
and can sympathize. He is all-powerful and can handle them. Tell Him something right
now that burdens your heart. Write it down so you can look back and see how God grows
your faith in the situation.

9. What does God tell Gideon to do in v. 10-11? Why? What is Gideon’s response (v. 15)?

10. It’s significant that Gideon pauses to worship the Lord before he does anything else. He is
so overwhelmed by the Lord’s goodness and mercy that he falls on his face in submission
and gratitude. It’s a good practice for us today. Pause right now and praise God for His
goodness and mercy to you specifically. Write it down to share with a friend.

11. What is the battle plan in v. 16-18? Compare this Gideon with the one we meet in the
winepress on Day 1. What makes the difference?

12. BIBLICAL NOTE: See that God takes a doubter like Gideon and makes him a general!
This is good news for anyone who wants to start a new life. 2 Cor. 5:17 says, “Therefore if
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any man is in Christ he is a new creature; the old things have passed away; behold, new
things have come.”
13. What does God do as Gideon’s small army carries out the plan (v. 22)? What do the
Midianites do as a result?

14. The New Testament likens us, as believers, to clay pots holding the light of Christ. What
happens to the pitchers during the battle? What is the significance of the pitchers being
broken before the light can shine through? What could that mean for you? (See 2
Corinthians 4:5-10)
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Day #4
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read Judges 7:23-8:21
3. Who does Gideon ask for help in v. 24? What do they accomplish in v. 25?

4. Why are the men of Ephraim upset with Gideon (8:1)? How does Gideon respond to their
anger?

5. How do you respond to people who are angry with you? What can we learn from Gideon’s
answer to Ephraim and verses like Proverbs 15:1 and Hebrews 12:14?

6. What does Gideon ask of the men of Succoth and Penuel (v. 5, 8)? How do they both
respond (v. 6, 8)? Why might they not want to help Gideon? What does Gideon tell them
will be the consequences for their lack of help (v. 7, 9)?
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7. Why the difference in his response to them and the men of Ephraim? (Were their offenses
different? How so?) How does Gideon know how to respond to each situation? How can
you know how to respond in different situations?

8. Why is it so important for Gideon to pursue and eliminate the two kings, thus completing
the task given to him by God? What kind of men were they (v. 18 and Psalm 83:11-12)?
What could be some possible results of not completely getting rid of all the Midianites?

9. Is there anything that God is asking you to eliminate from your life? What will happen if
you let it linger? What steps can you take right now to get rid of it completely?
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Day #5
1. Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.”
- Ephesians 1:17.
2. Read Judges 8:22-35, Heb. 11:32-38, Heb. 12:1-2
3. What do the men of Israel ask of Gideon (v.21)? Who do they say is their deliverer? Who is
truly their deliverer from the Midianites? How quickly do you forget what God does for
you?

4. What is Gideon’s answer to his men? Who does he say is the true king? What does this
show of his character?

5. After refusing to be king, what does Gideon ask for? What does he make out of his share of
the spoils? What do the people of Israel do with the ephod (v. 27, 33)?
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6. BIBLICAL NOTE: Israel “play[s] the harlot” (v. 27) with it. This means they stop giving
their true devotion to the Lord and use the ephod for an idol.
Do you think leading them into idol worship is Gideon’s intent? Do his intentions even
matter given the result of his actions? Do you think the Lord holds him responsible for
Israel’s choices? What is your responsibility when you see others enter into sin? (Visit
Matthew 18:15-17 or Galatians 6:1-2)

7. Look at Hebrews 11:32-38. Note that Gideon is listed in the Hall of Faith and accomplished
great things. In light of these faithful men and women from chapter 11, what does Hebrews
12:1-2 say you are to do? Are you running? Whom are your eyes fixed upon? List some
things that weigh you down spiritually. How do they keep you from running? What are you
to do with them? What steps will you take to do just that? Remember life is marathon—
day-by-day steps to become like Christ.

8. From what you have learned from Gideon’s walk of faith, what makes you a valiant warrior
in God’s eyes? God called Gideon a valiant warrior knowing all that he would do. You can
be a valiant warrior if you simply keep walking by faith, no matter how shaky that faith may
be at times. Press on, valiant warrior…you are getting to know your God by knowing His
Word. The people “who know their God will display strength and take action” (Daniel
11:32a).
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Day #6
1.

Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”

2.

Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.

3.

In what way would you say that Gideon lived out a life of faith?

4.

In light of Gideon’s example, how is God challenging you to live the life of faith?

5.

Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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6. What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Appendix:
God called Gideon a “mighty warrior” and Gideon found that hard to believe (yet God proved this to be an apt title
by using Gideon to drive the mighty Midianites out of the land.) Read over this list below to see some of the things
that God says is true about us. Do you find these things hard to believe? (This list prepared by Bruce A. Hess)

We are who God says we are! What God says about me right now :
Because of Jesus Christ ...
I Am Accepted
I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins. The debt against me has been fully canceled (Colossians 1:14, 2:14)
I have been redeemed through His blood and forgiven according to the riches of His grace (Ephesians 1:7)
I have been justified---declared righteous by God himself and at peace with Him (Romans 5:1)
I am a child of God...a son of God; God is my spiritual Father (John 1:12; Romans 8:14, 15; Galatians 3:26)
I was predestined to be adopted as God's son through the kind intention of His will (Ephesians 1:5)
I am a fellow citizen of heaven with the rest of God's family (Ephesians 2:19)
I was chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world and am holy and without blame before Him (Ephesians 1:4)
I am one of God's chosen ones, dearly loved by Him (Colossians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 1:4)
I have been freed from slavery to sin, fully free not to sin, but to live a new life (Romans 6:1-7, 11)
I have the freedom to come boldly before the throne of God to find mercy and grace in time of need (Hebrews 4:16)
I Am Secure
I died with Christ and have been raised up with Christ. My life is now hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:1-3)
I have been rescued from Satan's domain of darkness and transferred to the kingdom of Christ (Colossians 1:13)
I have been delivered from Satan's power over my life (Colossians 1:13)
I am actually seated with Christ in Heaven (Ephesians 2:6)
I have been placed into Christ by God's doing (1 Corinthians 1:30).
I have direct access to the Heavenly Father through the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:18)
I may approach God with boldness, freedom and confidence (Ephesians 3:12)
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I have been bought with a price; I belong to God (I Corinthians 6:19,20)
I have been sealed for safekeeping by the Holy Spirit who is the down payment guaranteeing my inheritance (Eph 1:13-14)
I am free forever from condemnation (Romans 8:1)
I am a recipient of eternal life....life that never ends (Romans 6:23)
I am assured that all things work together for good (Romans 8:28)
I cannot be separated from the love of God (Romans 8:35f)
I have been made complete in Christ and lack nothing for living a godly life (Colossians 2:10)
I Am Significant
I am the light of the world (Matthew 5:14)
I am a temple---a dwelling place of God. His Spirit and His life dwells in me (1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19)
I am reconciled to God and am a minister of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18,19)
Christ Himself is in me (Colossians 1:27)
I am a branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15:1,5)
I am a saint (Ephesians 1:1)
I am a member of a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession (1 Peter 2:9,10)
I have been blessed with every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3)
I have been lavished with the grace of God (Ephesians 1:7-8)
I am an integral part of the living temple that God is building (Ephesians 2:21)
I am one of God's living stones, being built up into His spiritual house (1 Peter 2:5)
I am God's workmanship---His handiwork---created in Him to do His work (Ephesians 2:10)
I have the privilege through my life of advertising God's multifaceted wisdom to those in the angelic realm (Ephesians 3:10)
In ages to come God will continue to demonstrate the surpassing riches of His grace toward me (Ephesians 2:7)
His power within me is such that He is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all I can ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20)
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13)

I am not the great "I Am" (Exodus 3:14; John 8:58), but by the grace of God, I am what I
am! (1 Cor 15:10) ☺
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Ruth
Intro:
Life can be tragic. Echoes of this thought resonate through our lives and the lives of those around
us. They also resonate through the lives of a family who lived 3200 years ago near Bethlehem,
Israel. Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and their two sons moved from Bethlehem to Moab to avoid a
famine. Though there may have been more bread on the Moabite side of the Dead Sea, all this
family found was tragedy. Within a short time of their arrival in Moab, Elimelech and his two sons
die, leaving Naomi and her daughters-in law (including Ruth) alone and in great need. These events
are the tragic beginnings to a beautiful love story of redemption, hope, and grace. If your life has
ever been filled with tragedy, you need to read this book to see the character of God providing for
His people. If you ever anticipate going through tragedy (and who will avoid pain in this life), you
need to read this book to find a gameplan for living out your faith in difficult times. The same God
who provided for Ruth and redeems her from despair desires your faith during difficult times.
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Day #1:
1.

Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”

2.

Read all of the book of Ruth. Use the space provided below to make any notes or
observations of what stands out to you as you read it.

3.

Think of Naomi and Ruth. Next to each chapter number listed below, write the emotion
you think best describes them in each chapter.
i. Chapter 1:
ii. Chapter 2:
iii. Chapter 3:
iv. Chapter 4:
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4.

The name “Naomi” in Hebrew means “pleasant,” yet upon returning to Bethlehem in 1:20,
she describes herself as “Mara” (which in Hebrew means “bitter”). By the end of the book,
Naomi returns to her “pleasant” self as she holds her grandson in her hands (4:16-17).
These characters go from bitter to pleasant over the course of four chapters. Think of your
life right now. On a scale of 1-10 (where 1=bitter and 10=pleasant), how would you rate
your emotional state right now? Why would you rate it that way? Is there any area of your
life where you are bitter?

5.

Before we even look in depth at the story of Ruth, how does the change in emotion from
this book’s beginning to end encourage you as you deal with discouragement, despair, or
sorrow in your own life?
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Day #2:
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2. Read Ruth 1:1-22
3. According to Ruth 1:1, the events of this book took place during the time of the Judges.
Most conservative scholars date the lives of Ruth and Naomi sometime during the judgeship
of Gideon, roughly around 1170 BC. Read Judges 21:25. Based on this verse and what you
know about the time of the Judges, was this a particularly “good time” in the history of the
nation of Israel?

4. As you read about Naomi in chapter 1, how would you describe her? Does she sound like
someone who would be very “fun” to be around at this point in her life? What were Ruth
and Orpah’s attitudes toward Naomi?

5. Ruth is a Moabite woman. Her best chance at remarrying would most likely have been to
stay in Moab and remarry there among her own people. Based on what you see from
Orpah, do you think Ruth was required to go back with Naomi to Bethlehem?
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6. So far, we can see that at the time Naomi decides to return to Bethlehem, there are many
unattractive things surrounding her. She is broke, bitter, without any known prospects for
remarrying, and returning to a nation that is worshipping idols, under steady attack from
surrounding nations, has periods of lawlessness, and is coming out of an extreme drought
and famine. Despite all this, and despite the fact that Ruth has a choice in the matter, she
decides to go back to Bethlehem with Naomi. Why do you think she does that?

7. Reread Ruth 1:14-18. In these verses, Ruth explains her intentions for returning with
Naomi. Do these verses give you any clue as to why Ruth wants to return with Naomi?

8. Ruth leaves the gods of her people to live among the people of the Living God. This is a
great step of faith on her part. Has there ever been a time in your life when you decided to
“live” among the people of the Living God? (Speaking here not of merely a geographical
move, but of determining to leave your old ways of life behind to follow the God of the
Bible.) If so, write about how you came to make that decision. If not, what has kept you
from following God?
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9. How does the faith of Ruth (leaving her country/gods/way of life to follow the Living God)
inspire you to follow God in your life today? Is there anything God is asking you to “leave
behind” in order to follow Him?
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Day #3
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read Ruth 2:1-23
3. BIBLICAL NOTE #1: Leviticus 19:9-10 and 23:22 speak of a provision God made under
the Law in Israel to provide for those in need. The corners of a field were to be left alone
for the poor or foreigners to come along and reap their harvest. Additionally, the poor and
foreigners were allowed to “glean” behind the reapers of a crop, which meant that the poor
were allowed to follow behind the reapers and pick up any food that they dropped. Ruth,
being a poor widow, was gleaning in chapter 2 to provide food for her and Naomi.
4. BIBLICAL NOTE #2: According to Hebrew custom and Law (see Deuteronomy 25:5-10),
if a woman was widowed without a son, the brother of the deceased spouse should marry
the widow and if they have children, give the child the name of the dead brother to carry on
the family line. With both Mahlon and Kilion dead, other kinsmen could step in to redeem
Ruth and the line of her deceased husband, but they were not required. In this way, Boaz, as
a kinsman to Elimilech, would have the option of marrying Ruth. Distant kinsmen would
sometimes reject the opportunity to redeem a widowed woman because it could mean the
dilution of their inheritance to the descendants of the newly redeemed widow.
5. Look back through Ruth 2. List out all the evidences of “luck” or “good fortune” that
accompany Ruth’s decisions throughout this chapter. Do you think this is just luck, or can
you see the sovereign hand of God at work through these decisions?
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6. Toward the end of chapter 2, Boaz rewards Ruth’s faithfulness with many acts of kindness.
List those acts of kindness below (NOTE: An Ephah of barley would have been about 30
pounds worth . . . enough to feed Naomi and Ruth for many days.)

7. In chapter 1 Ruth makes a faith-filled decision to leave Moab and return with Naomi. In
chapter 2, we see God sovereignly providing for Ruth back in the land. What does this story
teach you about the faithfulness of God to provide for His people?

8. What are you trusting God for right now? What kind of provision from God are you hoping
for as you trust Him? Does God promise you anything in His Word that pertains to the area
where you are trusting Him? As you write out below what you think that provision might
look like, prayerfully approach the coming days with faithful eyes, looking for the Sovereign
hand of God to be at work providing for your needs.
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Day #4
1. Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.
2. Read Ruth 3:1-18.
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: In these verses, Naomi proposes a plan, where Ruth can take action to
see if Boaz was willing to fulfill his role as kinsman redeemer, and redeem her . . . including
marrying her. Biblical Scholar Dr. Tom Constable of Dallas Theological Seminary helps us
understand this setting better when he says, “The plan Naomi proposed was in harmony
with Israel's laws and social conventions. She was not proposing anything improper much
less immoral. While it is true that in the phrase "uncover his feet" (v. 4) the "feet" may be a
euphemism for the sexual organs, Naomi was not suggesting that Ruth should remove
Boaz's trousers. She was probably telling Ruth to remove the blanket or cloak (v. 15) that
would be covering Boaz's lower limbs as he slept at the threshing floor. She would then ask
him to cover her with it (v. 10). This was a symbolic way of requesting Boaz's protection as
her husband (cf. Deut. 22:30; 27:20; Ezek. 16:8; Mal. 2:16). It was an encouragement to
pursue the possibility of marriage.” Additionally, scholar J. Vernon McGee says, “"Note
that the threshing floor was a public place and that these incidents all took place in the open.
Both men and women were lying about the threshing floor. Entire families were gathered
there. There was not much privacy connected with such circumstances, but it was the
custom of the day and was not considered immodest or even questionable. This was a happy
family gathering in the spirit of a religious festival. . . ."Instead of bringing him before the
public eye and forcing him to perform the part of a goel [kinsman redeemer], she was giving
him the opportunity of rejecting or accepting the office of goel quietly." By this we can see
that Ruth was going to a public place to talk to Boaz, but she was doing so under the cover
of darkness and in the middle of the night when most were sleeping so that she would not
put Boaz “on the spot” when determining if he was willing to redeem and marry.
4. Ruth takes action in these verses to determine if Boaz is willing to redeem her. Do you
think she is being too forward by taking these steps? Do you think she was “taking matters
into her own hands” too much? Or, do you think these actions that Ruth takes demonstrate
her faith in God?
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5. Read James 2:14-24. These verse indicate that faith that does not pour forth into action isn’t
really faith. In other words, we will act out what we really believe. With this in mind, relook
at Ruth 3. What do you think Ruth was believing God would do in this situation?

6. Think of an area where you are trusting God for something right now. What action steps
does God want you to take as you live out your faith that He will act?

7. How does Boaz respond to Ruth’s actions? How does this encourage you to take action
steps of faith in your life?
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Day #5
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read Ruth 4:1-22
3. In this chapter, Boaz redeems Ruth. What does Boaz do in order to redeem and marry her?

4. BIBLICAL NOTE: Boaz’s redemption of Ruth is an Old Testament figure that
foreshadows the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf. Mark 10:45 tells us that Jesus gave His
life as a “ransom” for our sins. Romans 6:23a tells us that the wages of our sin is “death.”
Romans 5:8 inform us that Jesus died for our sins. From these verses, we can determine that
the ransom (or price of redemption) that had to be paid for us to be redeemed was the very
life of Jesus Christ. He paid that price when He died on the cross for our sins. Because of
these parallels, we can see that we too have a redeemer who offers to pay the price for us so
that we might be spared the judgment our sins deserve, and be rescued from the despair that
marks our lives without Christ.
5. From 4:11-22, we see the blessings that flow to Ruth because of Boaz’s generous
redemption. List below the specific blessings that flowed to Ruth because of Boaz marrying
her.
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6. Who is Ruth and Boaz’s great grandson? What is the significance of this?

7. Being in the line of David, also put Ruth in the line of Jesus Christ (see Matthew 1:5). This
was no small feat for a Moabite woman. What does the inclusion of Ruth in the line of
Christ tell you about God’s heart for all the people of the world? What does it tell you about
who God can use to accomplish His purposes?

8. What blessings are in your life today because of your redemption that has occurred because
of your faith in Jesus Christ? List those below.
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Day #6
1.

Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may
know Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious
inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”

2.

Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.

3.

In what way would you say that Ruth lived out a life of faith?

4.

In light of Ruth’s example, how is God challenging you to live the life of faith?

5.

Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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6.

What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Samson
Intro:
Samson’s story is both one that’s awe-inspiring and tragic. He was set apart from birth by God to be
a saving figure for the Israelites. His feats of strength were supernatural; with God’s spirit with him,
he was invincible. The tragedy, though, was that despite God’s presence in his life, Samson often
chose his own path instead of following the Lord. Ultimately, this selfishness led to Samson’s
demise. It should be noted, however, that God considers Samson a man of faith, as evidenced in
Hebrews 11:32-33, mentioning him in the same breath as David, among others. But for all the
supernatural elements to Samson’s life, we see that Samson’s struggles and failings are no different
than what we experience today. The perspective we can gain from his awesome feats and tragic end
can without a doubt aid us as we seek to grow closer to the Lord.
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Day #1:
1.

Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.

2.

Read Judges 13:1-25

3.

Who do we see visiting Manoah and his wife? How would you gauge their reaction to
this news?

4.

BIBLICAL NOTE: It’s worth emphasizing how important this visit by the “Angel of
the Lord” is. In Israel’s history, the “Angel of the Lord” only announced one other
birth, that of Issac . . . the promised child to Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 12-21.

5.

Read 13:5. What promise does the “Angel of the Lord” make? What is Samson’s grand
purpose? What do you notice about the promise (on what is it contingent)?

6.

BIBLICAL NOTE: The Nazirite vow was something generally taken to show one as
dedicated to God. The vow entails not cutting one’s hair, never partaking of products of
the grapevine and refraining from contact with dead bodies; this, of course, in addition
to the traditional Mosaic Law. The vow was usually taken for a limited period of time,
as we see with Samson’s mother. In Samson’s case, however, he was expected to keep
the vow for the entirety of his life. The Nazirite vow is further detailed in Numbers 6.

7.

We see that God has an explicit purpose for Samson even before Samson has been
conceived. Is this a foreign concept to us today? Read Psalm 139:16 and Ephesians 2:10.
Do these verses change or encourage your view of your position in God’s plan? How?
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8.

While we see God clearly laying out a plan for Samson, we also know this plan is merely
a part of God’s greater purpose of freeing the Israelites from the Philistines. The same
principle applies to us today. God is intimately involved in our lives and has plans for
each of us that fit into His greater purpose. What does this truth mean to you? How can
you apply it on a daily basis?
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Day #2:
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Read Judges 14, 15:1-16, 16:1-3, 16:28:30 and Philippians 1:15-18.
3. In these selected passages, we see Samson’s remarkable strength on display time and again.
We know of the Nazirite vow that Samson has taken. Considering that, what is the source of
Samson’s unbelievable strength? (HINT: Read Hebrews 11:32-33.)
4. As we see Samson performing these incredible feats, what can we note about how he’s using
his divine power? In other words, what was generally Samson’s impetus to wreak such
havoc?

5. Why do you think God allows this?

6. Who is always on the receiving end of Samson’s cosmic beat-downs? Is this a coincidence?
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7. BIBLICAL NOTE: What becomes apparent is that God’s plan will always be fulfilled,
regardless of whether we (as His media) are fully subservient. God is willing to work in spite
of our short-comings, but lest we think God to be permissive of sin, we’ll eventually see
God’s punishment for Samson’s selfishness.
8. We outlined in Day #1 that God has a plan and purpose for us as His children. With that in
mind, can we thwart God’s will by choosing to do things our own way? Consider Romans
8:28. How does this affect your daily life?
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Day #3
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2. Read Judges 14:1-18, 16:1-22, 23-27
3. What is the common thread in these encounters and what seems to always happen to
Samson as a result?

4. Reread 14:8-10.
5. Recall the Nazirite vow, which called for Samson to never cut his hair, not partake of
products of the grapevine and to refrain from contact with dead bodies. In this passage, we
see Samson touch the carcass of the lion he killed. Further, commentaries surmise that
Samson partook of wine or some sort of fermented drink at the wedding feast. But despite
breaking these parts of the vow, God still allows Samson his great strength, most probably
because Samson still had a measure of faith in keeping his hair long. Samson’s questionable
relationships finally catch up with him here, too, as Delilah betrays him and gives him up to
the Philistines.
6. Reread 16:19-20
7. What do you notice about the wording? (HINT: two phrases can be used interchangeably
here.)
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8. BIBLICAL NOTE: What we see is Samson’s strength leaving him when the Lord leaves
him. The two are intertwined. His hair was a symbol of his dedication to God; of his faith.
When his hair was sheared it marked the collapse of his faith. Further, it marked his breaking
of his family’s promise with the angel of the Lord and, for the time being, the end of the
Lord’s blessing on his life.
9. Samson lived dangerously with his inappropriate relationships. He repeatedly gave in to
sexual temptation. As if the inappropriate sexual behavior wasn’t enough, he was basically
trying to assimilate himself with the Philistines – the very people from whom he is supposed
to deliver the Israelites. Not coincidentally, his irresponsibility left him blind and, for the
time being, separated from God. It goes without saying that this was Samson’s chief area
weakness. Interestingly, these trials aren’t relegated to the Old Testament. The temptation to
blend in with the status quo at the expense of our spiritual principles is still a major threat
today. Are there times in your own life you find yourself faced with what Samson faced? If
so, how do you generally respond?
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Day #4
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read Judges 16:19-20.
3. Previously we discussed the Lord leaving Samson due to his lack of faith. But given your
current understanding of our faith, is there anything alarming or disconcerting about the
Spirit leaving him?

4. What was the main cause for God’s spirit leaving Samson?

5. It’s apparent that there was a tipping point Samson had reached with his transgressions.
Upon reaching that point, the Lord left Samson. The idea that his shortcomings could ruin
his relationship with God is troubling. Will the Spirit abandon us if we’re “bad” or will God
be with us forever?

6. In light of this read Matthew 28:20, Hebrews 13:5 and Psalm 139:7-12.
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7. Why is it different for Christians than it was for Samson? What does this mean to us as
Christians? (Read: and Romans 8:38-39)

8. BIBLICAL NOTE: God’s promise with Samson was conditional. It was predicated on
Samson keeping the Nazirite vow, so when Samson ultimately broke the vow, the promise
was broken. Our relational dynamic with God is far different today because of Christ’s
intercession on our behalf. As we place our faith in Christ, we are credited with His
righteousness and blamelessness (Rom. 3:24-25). Because of this, God’s promise to us – in
this case, assuring us that His spirit will never abandon us – will never be broken.
9. What kind of security does this promise give you? Does this truth leave you more willing to
submit to God?
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Day #5
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read Judges 16:21-31
3. What stands out about v.22? What is the implication here?

4. BIBLICAL NOTE: Samson at this point was completely broken. He was weak, he was a
slave, he was blind, he was subject to the people God had promised he would decimate and
he was being led around by a boy like an animal. But v.22 allows for a future reprieve. As his
hair grew back, it marked his devotion to the Lord.
5. Read Judges 15:18 and Judges 16:28-30. Compare and contrast these two prayers. Take note
of each prayer’s context.

6. BIBLICAL NOTE: These are the only two accounts of Samson interacting with God. It’s
interesting to note that the first prayer is preceded by a good deal of boasting and occurs after
he has used God’s blessing of strength. In the latter, Samson’s prayer is preceded by a time
of public humiliation and occurs before he performs his last feat of strength. It’s also
interesting that Samson only calls the Lord by name in the second prayer, leaving His name
out all together in the first.
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7. Why was it easier for Samson to cry out to God in chapter 16?

8. How does God respond to Samson’s final request?

9. BIBLICAL NOTE: In the end, God is still by Samson’s side. Though the Lord left Samson
for a period, Samson found his faith in his brokenness and the Lord honored that faith.
10. Have you ever had a time of brokenness? Who do you call out to? (Read: Romans 7:24-25)
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Day #6
1.

Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.

2.

Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.

3.

What are some of the things that God has taught you this week about the life of faith?

4.

Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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5.

What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Jonathan
(“The Lord has given”)

Intro:
At the end of Samuel’s time as Judge of Israel, the people begin to petition Samuel for an earthly
King to lead them against the pagans still occupying the promised land (1 Sam 8). Though God
views this request with great sadness (1 Sam 8:7), He gives the Israelites what they want, and Saul is
anointed as the first King of Israel around 1051 B.C. (1 Sam 9).
What kind of man is worthy of being God’s representative “King”? The book of 1 Samuel gives us
the answer to this question. This man would be a man of action, who embodies the spirit of a king.
This man would display loyalty that leads to sacrifice, and become an encouragement to God’s
people. This man would trust God in the face of impending destruction and slavery, forging his
courage with dynamic faith. Most of all, this man’s heart passions would align with God’s own, to
carry out God’s will. Sadly (for the people of Israel), Saul was not that man to live out these
qualifications.
As we look at the life of Jonathan (eldest son of Saul), though, we will see a mighty man of faith
who embodies all of these qualities and seems destined to be God’s representative as King.
Ironically, it is Jonathan whom God uses to encourage and preserve another man for the throne of
Israel. Rarely do we feel that life treats us fairly, and our obedience and faith suffer as a result. As
for Jonathan, he ultimately ends his journey as he began it: as a mighty warrior who possessed an
eternal perspective that allowed him to be obedient to God’s will.
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Day #1:
1. Take a moment to pray and ask God to “give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so
that you may know Him better.” -Ephesians 1:17
2. Read 1 Samuel 14:1-14
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: At the time of Saul’s anointing, Israel is not at full-scale war with
Philistia. However, in anticipation of imminent war, Samuel tells Saul to assemble his army
in the Jordan Valley so that Israel may fully engage and wipe out the Philistine army. Samuel
also commands Saul to wait for him to arrive to sacrifice burnt offerings before a full
engagement. Inevitably, Saul fails to obey Samuel, exposing his selfish pride and causing
God to remove His favor from Saul and his line of descendants. Chapter 13 also highlights
the critical situation that faced the Israelite army on the eve of war. While the Philistine
army had soldiers “as numerous as the sand on the seashore”, Israel’s ranks went from 3,000
men down to 600 due to widespread fear and panic over the coming battle. Chapter 13
closes with the Israelite army severely out-manned, out-maneuvered, and out-gunned, and
being lead by a King in God’s doghouse. Onto this scene steps a young man in his early
twenties named Jonathan.
4. What can we discern about the kind of man Jonathan is from v.1-7 of Chp.14?
a. By whose authority did Jonathan set out on his mission? (Hint: 1 Sam 9:16)
b. What was Jonathan’s motivation for undertaking such a dangerous mission?
c. Where was Saul and what was he doing while Jonathan is away? [Note: Gibeah is
Saul’s hometown and an Israelite stronghold]

5. In v. 8-14, Jonathan seems certain that he is being obedient to God and that God will guide
his actions against the Philistine detachment. From where does this confidence come?
(Hint: see Judges 7:2-7) How does God reward Jonathan’s faith? Is this a model of faith
that we should apply to our lives? Why or why not?
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6. Read 1 Samuel 14:15-46
7. In response to Jonathan’s active faith, God confuses and scatters the entire Philistine army
with supernatural earthquakes (v.15). With the entire Philistine army on the run, surely the
enemy would be cut down, forever ending the war! Right? Wrong. What prevents the
Israelite army from wiping out the Philistine army? (v.24)

8. Compare and contrast Saul’s comments in v.24 with Jonathan’s comments in v.29-30. What
was Saul’s motivation for the order he gives? What does this tell you about his priorities?
What was Jonathan’s motivation for disobeying the order? What does this tell you about
Jonathan’s priorities?

9. Given your answers in Question 8, were Jonathan’s actions sinful?
(Hint: Look at 1 Samuel 15-16. Do these verses imply that there was a “standing order”
already in place before Saul’s order in v.24? Does this help your answer?)

10. Are there times when Christians must choose to obey God instead of earthly authority?
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11. Read 1 Samuel 14:46 and 52. (What a haunting summary of Saul’s time as king.)
12. Throughout these two chapters, we see Jonathan act with courageous faith, obedience, and
proper discernment of God’s will. Contrast this profile with that of Saul. Of these two
men, who more readily displays the leadership qualities that God values in a king? One is
forced to wonder what kind of king Jonathan would have been for God and for Israel.

13. As Christians, what lessons does God want us to take to heart by observing Jonathan’s
model of faith? Can we expect the same results? Should we?
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Day #2:
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. BIBLICAL NOTE: When we last left Saul, he had missed a divine opportunity, despite
Jonathan’s heroism, to destroy the Philistine threat in the promised land once and for all.
Saul’s continued disobedience to God’s will, which began in chp. 13, cost both Saul and
Jonathan their royal offices, and paved the way for the newly anointed future King of Israel,
David. Since being anointed by Samuel (chp. 16), David has gained access to Saul’s royal
court by playing his harp for the King (chp. 16), and has proven his courageous faith by
slaying the Philistine champion, Goliath (chp. 17).
3. Read 1 Samuel 18:1-9
4. What phrase is repeated in the first 3 verses of chapter 18? What does this phrase mean
exactly? Are there any practical assumptions you can make about the relationship between
David and Jonathan from these verses? (i.e. shared experiences)
[NOTE: Proponents of homosexuality attempt to use these verses as biblical support for their alternative
lifestyles. However, their position is simply not supported by this text, nor is this position supported by any
text in the bible. The original Hebrew word used in v.1 and v.3 is “aheb”, translated as “love”. This
indicates a relationship glorifying to God. Notice it is not the word “yada”, translated as “know”, as in “to
know someone in a sexual way”, which would indicate an inappropriate relationship between Jonathan and
David.]

5. Jonathan seems to possess the ability to look beyond Israel, which definitely concerns his
future, and focuses instead on God’s will, which concerns His reputation and glory. Does it
surprise you that Jonathan became “one in spirit with David”?
[NOTE: Most scholars believe that Jonathan was between twenty to thirty years older than David. We
know Saul was between thirty and forty years of age when he began his reign (1 Sam 13:1), and that he
reigned for about forty years (Acts 13:21). In chp. 13, Jonathan must be at least twenty years of age in order
to lead a raid, thus making him about sixty when he dies in battle with Saul (1 Sam 31:2). David would
begin his reign at age thirty (2 Sam 5:4), coinciding with the death of Jonathan and Saul. These calculations
are based upon the likely probability that the events of 1 Sam 13 occurred soon after Saul’s anointing in 1
Sam 10.]

118

6. What is the significance (symbolism) of v. 3-4? Are Jonathan’s actions for David’s benefit
only, or do they have broader implications?

7. Compare Jonathan’s heart attitude towards David with his actions in v.1-4. What does this
tell you about Jonathan’s character?

8. Compare Saul’s heart attitude towards David with his actions in v.2, 8-9. What does this tell
you about Saul’s character?

9. Read 1 Samuel 19:1-7
10. Saul is done cloaking his true feelings for David. In these verses, he allows his actions to fall
in line with his heart. Saul wants David dead, and he’s taking matters into his own hands.
What is Jonathan’s response to the situation?
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11. Did Jonathan have anything to gain by his defense of David? (Wasn’t he already the Prince
of Israel?) Did he have anything to lose? How does Jonathan honor his earthly father while
still showing obedience to God’s will? Were his attempts at both successful? (v.6-7)

12. Have you ever experienced relational tension (with a family member or friend) in your life as
a result of being obedient to God? What was the outcome? How can we apply Jonathan’s
model?

13. From these verses, we know that Jonathan loves David a great deal. Do we have any
scriptural evidence (up to this point) of David’s feelings or devotion to Jonathan? Why
would scripture (chps. 18 & 19) carefully record Jonathan’s love and devotion to David, but
fail to mention any reciprocation from David to Jonathan? What does this tell you about
Jonathan’s relationship with David? With God?

14. Think of your life for a moment. Do you find it difficult to express this type of
“unconditional love” towards others? Towards God the Father? What is keeping you from
experiencing God’s unconditional love today? It is but a prayer away…
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Day #3
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2. Read 1 Samuel 20:1-4
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: After Saul swears to Jonathan that “David will not be put to death” in 1
Sam 19:6, Saul turns right around and makes two more attempts on David’s life. David is
forced to flee to the home of Samuel (Ramah) for protection. Then David makes a curious
move at the beginning of chp. 20, as he flees “from” Ramah and goes “to” Jonathan.
4. Why would David leave the protection of Samuel at Ramah? What does this tell you about
Jonathan’s relationship with David? (Do these verses help you more with question 13, day
2?)

5. Why are Jonathan’s responses to David’s claims different in v.2 than in v.4?

6. These verses bring to a head the internal conflict brewing inside Jonathan between his love
for God’s anointed, David, and his longing to see his Father, Saul, reconciled to God. Is this
a character flaw in Jonathan? Is there anything we can take and apply from the way
Jonathan dealt with this conflict?

7. Read 1 Samuel 20:5-23.
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8. How does David help him reconcile this conflict? For whose benefit is this “test”?
i. [NOTE: The New Moon Festival was both a religious and civil holiday, in which the
Israelites celebrated the new month with a sacrificial meal. (see Num. 10:10; 28:11; 2
Kings 4:23) David would normally have been present at the King’s table since he was one
of Saul’s high-ranking military commanders. However, David’s family apparently held a
reunion on one of these holidays each year (see 1 Sam 20:6; 1:21; 2:19), giving David a
legitimate excuse for missing the Festival. David knows that regardless of his family
obligations, Saul desperately wants him to be present at the banquet, affording Saul
another, if not a final, opportunity to kill him. David’s absence is therefore a perfect test of
Saul’s intentions toward him. The legitimacy of David’s absence highlights Saul’s over
reaction.]

9. In chp.18:3-4, Jonathan makes a unilateral covenant with David that he would yield the
throne to David and support him. What is the significance of v.14-17? Is it simply
repetition?

10. Read 1 Samuel 20:24-42
11. Saul’s response to David’s absence in v.30-33 does more than reveal his murderous intent
towards David. How would you translate Saul’s words and actions in your own words?
What, if any, is the significance of Saul’s refusal to call David or Jonathan by name in this
section?
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12. Understatement of the Bible: 1 Samuel 20:33b.
13. Do you think Jonathan truly believed his father would yet be reconciled to God and to
David? Why does it take cutting words from Saul (basically implying that he was no longer
Saul’s son) and a spear whizzing by his head before Jonathan “knows” the situation?
[NOTE: Jonathan’s departure from Saul’s table symbolized his departure from his father’s fellowship, and
the placing of his full loyalty with David. Jonathan’s internal struggle would end as it began, with a
covenant.]

14. What prompts the final meeting (or so they thought) between Jonathan and David in v.4142? Is there a connection between the recital of their covenant and their display of emotion?

15. Has being faithful to God ever cost you more than you bargained for? Are there current
issues in your life that might require you to make a choice resulting in pain or separation
from someone you love? God desires to give us His wisdom in those situations, if we would
but ask!
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Day #4
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read 1 Samuel 23:15-18
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: This had to be one of the darkest periods of David’s life. Saul is on a
rampage, killing and threatening all those who aid David as he runs for his life. Saul’s tactics
begin to work as various towns attempt to capture David and hand him over to Saul to save
their own lives. Even David’s family was in danger and could no longer help him. David
was truly alone, hiding in the desert of Ziph, wondering if God remembered him or His
promises.
4. Do you find it peculiar that Jonathan was able to find David in the wilderness while Saul was
not? Notice that Jonathan did not accidentally meet David in Horesh. He was intentional
about going to strengthen him. Why is this important?

5. Verse 16 tells us that Jonathan helped David find “strength in God”, or “strengthened
David’s hand in God”. What do you think this phrase means? What do you think it
involves?
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6. What does Jonathan have to teach us about encouragement? Consider the following:
a. An encourager comes at the right moment and chooses the right words to say.
Notice that Jonathan never asked David what sin he had committed to turn the
whole world against him (i.e. Job’s friends).
b. An encourager addresses fear and promotes courage in the fearful. Notice
Jonathan’s first words to his friend were, “Don’t be afraid”. (v.17)
c. Proper encouragement produces the courage to act. We don’t just want people to
feel better; we want to give them the courage to do the hard thing, the thing that they
are fearful of doing. Jonathan “declares” that David will be King over Israel in verse
17, even though all the evidence said otherwise. Wow!
d. An encourager encourages by turning the fearful’s eyes towards God. The only basis
for courage in this world is faith, faith in God’s word, His promises, His power, and
His perfection. Jonathan reminds David that God finishes what He starts. His
declarations in v.17 are simply recitation of what God had already promised.
e. True encouragement comes from people who exemplify courage, not just mere
words. If we know anything about Jonathan from the previous days, it is that he was
a man of courage. Jonathan had been there, done that!
f. [Deffinbaugh, Bob. “A Friend Indeed”, A Study of 1 Samuel. http://www.bible.org
(accessed June 2007).]
7. After reading the paragraphs above, what do you think Jonathan accomplished by his
meeting with David? Did David’s circumstances change at all? Wasn’t there already a
covenant in place between David and Jonathan? What does this tell you about the objective
of encouragement?

8. Some Christians have called Jonathan the “Barnabas of the Old Testament” (see Acts 11:2526). What about Jonathan’s life enabled him to be an effective encourager in these
circumstances? What prevented him from being overcome with jealousy or bitterness?
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9. Do you ever feel that it is your duty to change people’s circumstances with your
encouragement? Why is this a dangerous approach when ministering to others?

10. Spend a moment praying to God about someone in your life who could use some
encouragement, and ask God how you might be used in his or her life. Do you feel
insufficient for the task? God isn’t. All He needs is an obedient servant!

11. What are some other things that prevent you from being an encourager for God?

126

Day #5
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read 1 Samuel 31:1-6
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: After Jonathan and David’s last meeting in the wilderness of Ziph,
David decides to seek refuge in a Philistine town, servant to a Philistine ruler! He stays there
for over a year and even marches out with the Philistines to face the army of Saul and Israel.
Through divine intervention however, David and his men are sent away from the encounter.
This battle would occur out of the sight of David, a battle in which both Saul and Jonathan
would lose their lives.
4. How does Jonathan’s story end? Are you surprised that Jonathan meets his end in this
fashion? (It takes only a single verse to record his death, but 3-4 verses to record Saul’s!)

5. Look back over the mighty things that the Lord had done through Jonathan in the previous
four days of this study. Why would God allow a hero of the faith to die at the hands of his
enemies? What had Jonathan done to deserve this fate?

6. BIBLICAL NOTE: Obedience can be defined as “the act or practice of obeying; dutiful or
submissive compliance”. Sacrifice can be defined as “the surrender or destruction of
something prized or desirable for the sake of something considered as having a higher or
more pressing claim”. Jonathan’s life reflects both obedience to God and sacrifice for God,
but they are not one and the same. Jonathan’s sacrifice of his birthright to the throne of
Israel came as a direct result of his obedience to God’s will. This seems to be a good
formula (obedience first, sacrifice second) for walking with the Lord, but why? The answer
is Saul! He tried to choose something in his life to sacrifice instead of being obedient to
God first (1 Sam 13:11-14). When we obey God’s commands first, we glorify Him by
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showing proper submission and allowing God to choose the “what” in our lives to be
sacrificed. Sacrifice is good, but obedience is better.
7. Do you agree with the stated relationship between “obedience” and “sacrifice” above? Does
God always ask for both in response to His will? What place do obedience and sacrifice
have in a Christian’s life of faith? Is one a better measure of a person’s faith than the other?

8. It is tempting to view Jonathan as nothing more than a pawn for God to use on His cosmic
chessboard. However, we know God loved Jonathan personally because Jonathan loved
God! (See 1 John 4:7-10) How does this change your expectations surrounding “faith”?
(Hint: Read Hebrews 11:6)

9. Read 2 Samuel 17-27
10. In honor of both Saul and Jonathan, David writes a “lament” for the entire nation of Israel
to sing. What do his words in v. 25-27 tell you about the effect of Jonathan’s ministry on
David? [NOTE: As in 1 Sam 18, David is not alluding to a homosexual relationship with Jonathan,
but a relationship of unconditional devotion to each other as brothers. The Hebrew word translated “love”
here appears as “friendship” in Psalm 109:4-5.]
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11. Because of Jonathan’s faith, he was privileged to play a part in God’s plan, something we
were all created to do. How might God use your faith to include you in His plan today?
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Day #6
1. Take a moment to pray and ask God to “give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so
that you may know Him better.” -Ephesians 1:17
2. Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.
3. What are some of the things that God has taught you this week about the life of faith
through the life of Jonathan?

4. Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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5. What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Elijah
Intro:
We live in tough times. Many have rejected God and have chosen to follow their own way with
tragic consequences. Is it possible that God might want to use us to change the world? In the book
of 1 Kings, the true story is told of another man who lived in tough times, the prophet Elijah. Elijah
had faith in God in a godless society, and God changed the world through him. We might be
tempted to think that Elijah was some kind of superhero, but James 5:17 tells us that Elijah was a
man “just like us.” Elijah trusted God and because of that God did great things through him in the
midst of tough times. Do you want to live a life that is used by God to change the world? Then
dive in this week as we look to the example of faith from the life of Elijah, found in 1 Kings 17-19.
One item that might need clarification before we embark on our study of Elijah is the role (or office)
of “prophet” in the Old Testament. Elijah is viewed as one of the chief prophets of the Old
Testament, even representing that office at the transfiguration of Christ in Matthew 17:1-13. So
what is meant when someone is called a prophet (biblically speaking)?
The dominant Hebrew word used to designate the office of prophet in the Old Testament is the
word “navi.” In simplest terms, a prophet (or “navi”) was someone who spoke for God. The
prophet was someone who heard directly from God (through a vision or impression) the exact
thoughts that God wanted communicated to His people. The prophet would then go before the
people and speak for God. Many of these prophetic utterances are recorded for us in Old
Testament books, and always the basis for God’s utterance through the prophet was for correction
to the nation on the basis of the Law or promises for the future in light of the Law. Two good
passages to illustrate this role of prophet speaking for God are Exodus 4:15-16 and Deuteronomy
18:18 which both speak to the fact that God gave the prophet His words to share with others.
Prophets did not earn their role, but were selected by God for reasons only God knows. When the
prophets spoke for God, their statements were without error. If they did utter error, then they
would be killed because they would have been revealed as a false prophet. This strict test kept
doctrinal purity and integrity among the prophets (See Deuteronomy 18:20-22).
Elijah was a prophet, speaking for God in a troubled time. Though we do not hold the office of
prophet today, God still desires to use each of us to be His influencers in the world according to the
truth of His Word and through the work of the Holy Spirit in us. We can all look to Elijah, not as a
job description (with hopes we will be a prophet), but as one who had faith in God. It is Elijah’s
faith that we are asked to model since the God of Elijah is the same God we serve today. As you
study Elijah’s life this week, may your faith in our Lord grow deeper!
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Day #1:
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in
the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Read 1 Kings 16:29-33
3. BIBLICAL NOTE: The nation of Israel’s first King was King Saul. Following Saul,
Israel was led by David and then Solomon. These three kings led Israel for over 100
years. Late in Solomon’s reign, however, he wandered away from God and a civil war
resulted that caused the nation of Israel to split into a northern and southern kingdom.
The northern Kingdom (also known as Israel), was led by 19 different kings between the
civil war and their ultimate demise in captivity. All 19 of these kings did not follow God.
Our study this week takes place during the reign of one of these kings . . . King Ahab.
4. What kind of a king was King Ahab? What kinds of things do these verses record that
Ahab had done that would have caused such a negative reaction from God?

5. Read 1 Kings 17:1-6
6. Onto a scene that was dominated by a wicked ruler who was leading God’s people
astray, steps Elijah. What do you find out about Elijah in 1 Kings 17:1-7?
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7. Where do you think Elijah got the idea and the courage to confront King Ahab with this
claim that it would not rain for an extended period of time? (See Deuteronomy 11:13-21
for help.)

8. Look back over your list of what you learned about Elijah from question 5. From your
observations, what qualified Elijah to be a “difference maker” for God by confronting
Ahab? (NOTE: Tishbe is a town so small, we have no historical record of it anywhere.
This does not mean that there never was a Tishbe, but it DOES mean that Tishbe was a
town of little consequence. More like rural Oklahoma farm town than New York City
or Washington D.C. ALSO NOTE: There was no known “School of the Prophets” in
Gilead. . . Elijah did not come from a mighty pedigree.)

9. BIBLCIAL NOTE: The name Elijah in Hebrew means “The Lord is my God.” As
James 5:17 says, Elijah was a man just like us, but he was a man who had made “The
Lord His God.” Because of that God had chosen to use him to do extraordinary things
in a troubled time.
10. How does God further prepare Elijah to be His spokesman in 1 Kings 17:2-6. What do
you think God was teaching Elijah through the ravens and the brook at Kerith?
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11. What are the difficult things that are impacting the people/situations in your life and in
the world around you right now? King Ahab and the Israelites no doubt knew not to
worship other gods, but they did so anyway. In your world today, what do you see
people doing that they know they should not do?

12. Have you ever considered that God might want to use you to be a difference maker in
the world today? Following the example of Elijah, what would qualify you to be used of
God in a significant way today?

13. What lessons do you think God would want you to learn today to prepare you to be a
difference maker for Him in our difficult world?
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Day #2:
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2. Read 1 Kings 17:7-24
3. After some great, refreshing times by the little brook at Kerith, things take a different turn in
the verses you just read. What difficulties does Elijah endure in these verses?

4. Why do you think God timed the events of Elijah’s life in this manor? In other words, what
do you think God wanted to teach Elijah through his experience at Kerith that He wanted
him to apply in the difficult experiences of 17:7-24?

5. BIBLICAL NOTE: It is interesting to note that the word Zarephath means “crucible.” A
crucible is a place of intense heat and refining of fine metals. God seems to be refining
Elijah during this time. To better understand God’s dealings with Elijah, let’s look at the
events as they unfold.
6. God gives Elijah a specific instruction in 17:9, what is it?
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7. When Elijah arrives in Zarephath, he sees a starving woman who gives a dire prognosis.
Compare what Elijah SAW at Zarephath with what God PROMISED in 17:9. What were
the differences? How does Elijah react?

8. Think of your life for a moment. When does God’s Word seem “at odds” with the world
you see and feel around you? How do you react in these situations? How does Elijah’s
example encourage you to act in the future when what you feel is different from what God
says?

9. Many people have spiritual “highs” at summer camps, on mission trips, while attending
conferences and retreats, or in times of great abundance. These are great times to
experience the blessing of God. However, what is interesting is that God does not allow us
to stay in the protective waters of our “high times.” Many times, God will call us from the
calm waters of Kerith to the crucible of Zarephath. Why do you think God calls us into
difficult circumstances?
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10. Think of your life right now. Are you near the brook of provision, or in the crucible of
difficulty? How can you apply the example of Elijah’s faith in your life right now?

11. One last encouragement . . . at the end of chapter 17 the widow’s son dies. This is a great
tragedy. Elijah had lived his entire life without ever having seen a resurrection. In fact, the
WORLD had never seen a resurrection at this point . . . yet Elijah prays. He does not have a
promise that God would react, but when confronted with a problem too big for him to
handle, he takes it to the One who is big enough to handle any circumstance. What are the
big issues in your crucible right now? Like Elijah, take them before our all powerful God
right now, and honestly ask Him to work in a mighty way.
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Day #3
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read 1 Kings 18:16-40
3. After spending 3 years away from the presence of Ahab in places like Kerith and Zeraphath,
God decides to send Elijah back into the presence of Ahab for a showdown in the presence
of the entire nation of Israel. When Elijah encounters Ahab, he proposes a test to
demonstrate who the “real” God is . . . Baal or the God of Israel. What is the test that Elijah
proposes? Where will that test take place? Who will be involved?

4. Mount Carmel is situated in between Phoenicia in the north and Israel in the south.
Phoenicia’s god was Baal and Israel’s was the Lord. Therefore, at first glance, this
showdown was going to take place on a neutral site. However, Mount Carmel was not a
neutral location . . . it was known as the “home” of Baal. Why would Elijah propose a
showdown on the home field of the enemy? What does this show you about Elijah’s
attitude about this encounter?
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5. How many prophets were representing Baal? How many were with the God of Israel?
What was the attitude of the crowd that was present? (See 18:18-22)

6. In your world today, what is the majority worldview? What is the overwhelming current
around you? Is it towards God or away from Him? In Elijah’s day, as this passage clearly
illustrates, the flow is definitely away from God. How does this story encourage you to
follow God, even if it means going against the flow of society?

7. The result of this showdown is definite and clear. Elijah’s God is truly real and Baal is truly
false. What are the false gods that people cling to today that are as lifeless as Baal? Do you
have any false gods in your life?

8. In this story, the people of Israel were faced with a choice of who would be their master.
God presents us with a similar choice every day. Who will you serve this day? What
implications will that have to your life?
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9. What do you think made Elijah so bold before Ahab and on Mt. Carmel? Where
can/should we be bold before God?

10. Where has God called you to be bold and share His name in your world today?
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Day #4
1. Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.
2. Read 1 Kings 18:1-2, 41-46
3. Why did Elijah have such confidence that rain was returning to the land?

4. Why do you think Elijah prayed for rain? This might seem like a simple question, but since
God had proclaimed that rain was coming, why did Elijah bother to pray?

5. What do you notice about Elijah’s prayer in these verses? What adjectives would you use to
describe it?
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6. For the first six times Elijah prayed and looked, he saw nothing. Finally on the seventh time,
a “cloud as small as a hand” is spotted. What does Elijah do when this hand is spotted?
Think about Elijah’s response to the cloud as small as a hand. What must Elijah have
assumed when he saw that small cloud on the horizon?

7. Why do you think that God had Elijah pray 7 times before the cloud as small as a hand was
spotted?

8. On Mt. Carmel, God answered Elijah’s call for fire immediately. On that same mountain,
though, Elijah’s prayers for rain were answered much slower. What does this tell you about
how God answers prayer?

9. Think of your own prayer life. What are some of the things that prevent you from having a
dynamic prayer life with God?
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10. Elijah prayed, even about things that God had already decreed to take place (see 18:1-2 . . .
promised rain). What are some of the things God has promised to us that we can still talk to
Him about in prayer?

11. Elijah prayed fervently. When you pray are you ever emotional or expressive before God, or
are you bored? Be honest. Why do you feel you can or cannot express your deepest
emotions before God in prayer?

12. Elijah prayed expectantly. When the cloud as small as a hand is spotted, he assumes a
mighty rainstorm is coming. Do you expect God to answer your prayers? Why or why not.

13. Read James 5:17-18. Elijah’s prayer life is held up as a model for us to follow. While there
are many things we can learn from Elijah’s prayer life, most of all we can learn to model His
faith. The God Elijah trusted is the same God we trust today in prayer. Spend some time
praying to our great God, expressing fervently and expectantly the deepest needs of your life.
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Day #5
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read 1 Kings 19:1-18
3. In 19:1-2, Jezebel promises to kill Elijah for the humiliation and slaughter of the prophets of
Baal and Asherah on Carmel. What is Elijah’s reaction to her threat?

4. Why do you think Elijah was afraid of Jezebel? After all he had just stared down 850
prophets on the mountainside. Why do you think he cowered before the Queen?
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5. In 19:4, Elijah sits beneath a broom tree, a day’s journey past Beersheeba. Beersheeba was
the southernmost point on the Israeli map . . . and he was a day’s journey past there. A
broom tree was a scraggly tree with room beneath it for only one person. Journeying to this
remote location effectively removed Elijah from the presence of all other people. When you
are discouraged, do you ever desire to retreat away from other people? In the space below
write down a time you have been especially afraid or discouraged. What did you do? Did
you retreat away from others? Did you do something else?

6. Elijah is so discouraged that he wants to die (19:4). For someone in such a rough state of
mind, does it surprise you at all that when God shows up to encourage him, he offers him a
meal? Why do you think that God first gives Elijah a meal? What does this show you about
the connection between our physical and spiritual well being?

7. After the meal, Elijah travels 40 days journey to Horeb. What other Old Testament event
happened at this mountain? (HINT: Scan Exodus 3.) In both cases (Exodus 3 and 1 Kings
19) God initiates with men who feel they are no longer useful to Him and reinstates them to
significant ministry. (Elijah tries to quit and Moses feels he has been disqualified through
past actions.) Has there ever been a time in your life when you felt as though you had blown
it so much, or were so worn out that God was “through with you” and no longer wanted to
use you in His plans? If so, how can these events at Horeb encourage you today?
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8. Elijah explains to God the reason for his discouragement in 19:10, 14. How does God
respond to Elijah’s statements?

9. In the process of encouraging Elijah at Mount Horeb, God does several things . . . what are
they? (List them below)

10. What adjectives would you use to describe God as He interacts with Elijah in this passage?

11. God encouraged Elijah through physical rest and refreshment (19:5-8), listening to him
(19:10), reminding him of God’s presence and power (19:11- 13), imparting direction for his
future (19:15-17), providing him with a companion in Elisha (19:16), and by reminding him
that he is not alone (19:18). Think of the last time you were dealing with fear or
discouragement. Did God provide any of these things for you as you were struggling? In
what way can you be encouraged by these things the next time you are in the midst of
despair?
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12. In light of how God encouraged Elijah, how might you expect God to use you to encourage
others in the future?
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Day #6
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in
the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.
3. In what way would you say that Elijah lived out a life of faith?

4. In light of Elijah’s example, how is God challenging you to live the life of faith?

5. Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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6. What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Habakkuk
Intro:
Habakkuk lived in a world where “violence and wickedness surrounded him…and the law (God’s
law) was ignored.” Sounds a lot like the world we live in today doesn’t it! Habakkuk was grieved by
what he saw and cried out to God for help, but God didn’t seem to be listening . . . nothing was
changing! Have you ever felt that way? What do you do with those feelings? Let’s look at the life
of Habakkuk, a man of faith, as he tries to make sense of the world he lives in while also growing in
his understand of the Eternal, Sovereign God.
Habakkuk was a prophet to Judah, the Southern Kingdom, from 621-607 BC. At the time of the
writing of Habakkuk the Northern Kingdom of Israel is being disciplined by God, through the
Assyrian captivity. Now the Southern Kingdom is about to experience God’s judgment/discipline.
Why is God disciplining His chosen people? God has been trying to get Israel’s attention about
their sin by repeatedly sending prophets, and trials—hoping they would cry out to Him for help.
God desires to love them and protect them but the Israelites have rejected God and His leadership
and choose to seek help elsewhere. The Chaldeans (Babylonians) conquered the Southern Kingdom
in 605 and carried the people into exile in three stages. Their captivity lasted 70 years.
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Day #1:
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Read the book of Habakkuk.
3. The book of Habakkuk is titled “The oracle” (meaning burden or load) which Habakkuk the
prophet saw. He is command by God in chapter 2:2-3 to record the vision and to herald
this message to the people. Why do you think the message of this book would be a burden
for Habakkuk?

4. In 1:1-4 Habakkuk is crying out to God. What is Habakkuk seeing?

5. What two questions does he ask God in verses 1-4?
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6. Does it surprise you that a prophet of God would question God? Are these appropriate
questions to ask God? Why or Why not?

7. Have you ever questioned God in this way? Have you ever felt that God is not listening or
is insensitive to sin and suffering around you? What do you do with those thoughts? What
did Habakkuk do?
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Day #2:
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2. Read Habakkuk 1:5-2:1. We saw yesterday that Habakkuk asks God two questions. In
verses 5-11 Habakkuk receives God’s answer.
3. What does God tell Habakkuk in verse 5? Are you surprised at the emotion that is
expressed by God in this verse? Does it sound like God is flustered over this situation? Is
this situation out of God’s control? What do you learn about God from this verse and how
does this verse help you to understand the sovereignty of God?

4. What is God’s solution to Judah’s sin? How is God going to discipline Judah?

5. What do you find out about the Chaldeans in verse 6-11? Are they God fearing people?
Where do they put their trust? Does God approve of their lifestyle? How do you know?
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6. Habakkuk is shocked by God’s solution to use the Chaldeans to discipline Judah. He then
asks God another question but not before he says (in 1:12), “O LORD my God, my Holy
One, you who are eternal--is your plan in all of this to wipe us out? Surely not! O LORD our
Rock, you have decreed the rise of these Babylonians to punish and correct us for our
terrible sins.” (NLT)
What is Habakkuk basically saying to God in this verse?

Do we see a change of attitude in Habakkuk after God answers him?

Compare to verses 1:1-4. What insights does this verse give you concerning Habakkuk’s
attitude towards God? His trust in God’s past promises to the Israelites?

7. Habakkuk’s now has a new set of questions concerning God’s use of the Chaldeans to
discipline Judah. What does Habakkuk ask God in 1:12-14?

8. What is Habakkuk’s attitude as he waits for God’s answer in 2:1? Do you think Habakkuk is
challenging God by his questions or is he merely trying to seek a better understanding of
what God is planning? Why do you think that?
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9. What can we learn from Habakkuk’s attitude in 2:1? How does this attitude show faith/trust
in God? Do you have this attitude towards God when you don’t understand or like what
God is doing in your life? in the world?
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Day #3
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read Habakkuk 2:1-5
3. As Habakkuk waits to gain understanding on how he should look at this situation from
God’s eyes—God answers him. What does God tell Habakkuk in 2:2-3? (Note: The NASB
uses the word “run” in verse 2. It can be translated “ to herald”, or “ to prophesy”.)

4. What do these verses teach you about God? About God’s Word?

5. In 2:4 God contrasts the proud (puffed up) one and the righteous one. What do we learn
about the proud and the righteous?
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6. BIBLICAL NOTE: 2:4 is a preview of the central message of the rest of chapter 2. God’s
tells us about the Chaldeans (the proud and haughty) and what the future holds for them.
7. Read Habakkuk 2:6-19.
8. Observe what becomes of the mighty Chaldeans—whose god is their military strength
(1:11). What is in store for the proud and haughty who do not worship the only true God?
(See especially 2:8, 16, 17)

9. What do the following verses tell you about God? (2:13-14, 16, and 20) Does God have a
“right” to use ungodly people to discipline Judah? Why?

10. How do these truths about God (especially 2:20) help you evaluate a hard situation—when it
feels like the wrong side is winning? Have you been in a difficult situation and experienced
this? Explain.
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Day #4
1. Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.
2. Read Habakkuk 3:1-19.
3. In 3:2 Habakkuk states “I have heard the report about You and I fear.” (Note: The NASB
uses the word “fear” which means “respect, reverence, or to be awe.”) What do you think
Habakkuk means by this statement?

4. As we look at 3:2, we see Habakkuk, in prayer, asking God to bring about His plan. He says
“Your work be done “during this time” and then he repeats the phrase “during this time”
make it known. What insights do we gain concerning Habakkuk’s submission to God’s
plan?

What is going to happen to him when Judah is disciplined for their sin?
What is he going to have to endure because of Judah’s sin?

5. Do you struggle with submitting your life to the plans of an Eternal God? What about
having to suffer consequences because of the sins of others? How do we show an attitude
of submission to God in this situation?

6. Habakkuk asks God for mercy in the midst of His wrath/discipline. Why?
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BIBLICAL NOTE: “Mercy- The word pictures a deep, kindly sympathy and sorrow felt for
another who has been struck with affliction or misfortune, accompanied with a desire to
relieve the suffering. (from The Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament by AMG
publishing, 2003.)

7. In 3:3-14 Habakkuk reflects on Israel’s past. He is remembering the many times God has
shown His mercy, to His chosen people, by forgiving them and rescuing them from their
suffering. How could this reflection help Habakkuk’s confidence regarding God’s
willingness to act in this present situation?

8. How can reflecting on your past dealings with God encourage you as you go through a
difficult situation today?

9. Are you confident of God’s mercy? Habakkuk asks for mercy for Israel—even though they
were being disciplined for their rejection of God and His leadership! Do you expect mercy
from God after you have blown it? Why or Why not?
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Day #5
1. Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may
know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”
2. Read Habakkuk 3:16-19.
3. Habakkuk’s expresses strong emotions—emotion that affect him physically, in verse 16.
What emotion is he feeling?

4. What do we see Habakkuk declaring in verses 17-18 in spite of His emotions?

5. We see that Habakkuk made a choice to trust God—no matter what! “I will exult in the
Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation/deliverance.” Where did Habakkuk get that
confidence?
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6. Habakkuk made a choice by faith in these verses. He chose to trust God over his feeling of
extreme fear and over his difficult circumstances! What do you do when your emotions and
your walk of faith collide? Do you let your emotions interfere with your faith? Do you let
your emotions control your actions? Explain

7.

How did Habakkuk know he would be victorious in this situation? Look at verse 19.
(Note: Verse 19 is in the present tense—we have what we need now)

“The Lord God is my Strength, my personal bravery, and my invincible army; He makes
my feet like hinds' feet and will make me to walk [not to stand still in terror, but to walk]
and make [spiritual] progress upon my high places [of trouble, suffering, or
responsibility]!” - Habakkuk 3:19 in the Amplified Version.
8.

Where is your confidence? Do you believe, by faith, that God will enable you to walk
victoriously in hard situations? What would that look like?

162

9.

Spend some time in prayer asking God to help you the next time your emotions are going
crazy and the path ahead looks tough. Ask Him to remind you that you have a choice. You
can believe your emotions and let them control your actions or you can chose to walk in
faith/trust—just like Habakkuk! But the righteous will live by faith/truth!
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Day #6
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.
3. What are some of the things that God has taught you this week about the life of faith
through looking at the life of Habakkuk?

4. Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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5. What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Daniel
Intro:
Daniel is the ultimate example of how a man of God can live by faith and glorify the Lord while
living in a secular society. By fully trusting in the Sovereignty of God, Daniel, a Jew and captive, was
able to overcome insurmountable odds and become one of the most highly favored officials in the
empire. Through Daniel, God displayed grace and love toward His people in captivity, and revealed
key prophecies regarding the coming of Christ and the end of the world. Although God’s choice of
Daniel was sovereign, Daniel’s choices enabled him to accomplish God’s will. Because Daniel fully
trusted in the Lord, and sought His guidance daily through prayer, the power of God was revealed
to the most powerful kings and simplest citizens at a time when God’s supremacy was seriously
questioned.
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Day #1:
1.

Take a moment to pray, praising God for all that He has done this week. Specifically
address your faith in the Lord’s Sovereignty regarding the issues you are currently
facing. Pray that like Daniel, you would choose to honor God no matter the
consequences, trusting the Lord as Leader of your life. Pray that you would be
encouraged by the words found in Daniel, and that God would reveal something to you
today in a significant way.

2.

Read Daniel Chapter 1. [Note: Scholars estimate Daniel to be 15 or 16 years old when
he was taken captive in 605 B.C. Although quite young, he sets the standard for how
Jews were to remain faithful to God while under pagan rule. This chapter also reveals
Daniel’s heart for the Lord, a critical component in order to believe the amazing events
found in this book….for a detailed account of the Babylonian deportation of Israel read
2 Chron. 36: 5-23 or 2 Kings 24 and 25.]

3.

There is no question that Daniel has just faced some rough times. His country has been
defeated, his people captured and family perhaps even killed. If that is not enough, he
has been deported to the secular Babylonian Kingdom to serve for the rest of his life.
As the author of this text, how did Daniel address Nebuchadnezzar’s victory in verse 2?
What does this say about Daniel’s attitude regarding God’s sovereignty? His faith? How
would this have affected his outlook while working for the king?

4.

The Hebrew word used for Babylon in vs. 2 is Shinar, a name that describes a place
hostile to God. What did the Babylonians do once they defeated Israel? How might this
have tempted Israel to change their view of God? How does your answer to question 3
set Daniel apart?
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5.

From verse 4 we learn that Daniel entered a three year “college,” learning the history
and literature of this ancient world which included its language and culture. Why would
this have benefited Nebuchadnezzar? Did Daniel need this training to be usable by
God?

6.

Daniel and his friends were given new names in vs. 6. The name Daniel means “my
judge is God,” Hananniah, “Yahweh has shown grace,” Mishael, “Who is what God
is?” Azariah, “Yahweh has helped.” What does this say about their family background?
What specific ways has your upbringing helped you understand God more through life
situations (i.e. college, jobs, family, etc.)

7.

The new names given to the young men reflected the Babylonian gods Bel, Aku and
Nego. Belteshazzar means “Bel’s prince,” Shadrach, “command of Aku,” and
Abednego, “servant of Nebo.” It seems the king was trying to erase any association the
young men had with God, hoping to ingrain them in his culture’s religion. In what ways
do you relate to this living in today’s society?
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8.

Now for the ultimate example of peer pressure. Not only did the food and wine
mentioned in vs. 8 conflict with the Jewish code, it had been offered to the very gods
they had just been named after—it was both morally and ceremonially impure. Carefully
compare vs. 8 with vs. 12. What tactics did Daniel use and was it effective? Who does
Daniel credit for the chief official’s favor in vs. 9 and what does this say about God’s
sovereignty?

9.

Although we don’t know the number of Jews taken in (vs. 3), Daniel and his friends
were apparently the only Israelites willing to obey God! In making his decision, list the
potential risks Daniel took in doing the right thing? The wrong thing? How did Daniel’s
faith in God’s sovereignty affect his decision to remain ceremonially pure?

10. God gave the young men healthier appearances either by natural or supernatural means
due to their vegetarian diet. Why is it significant to know that God blessed these men
because they followed His will rather than because they ate vegetables (obeying the
Jewish law)? How does this slight distinction affect the way we live by faith?
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11. Read vs. 17-20. After Daniel studies with the most brilliant minds of his age, learning
history, languages, mathematics, literature, medicinal practices, etc. from the most
powerful nation in the world, he is found to be ten times more intelligent than anyone
else. Who does he give credit to? You will find this to be a pattern throughout the book.
Why is it so significant that we acknowledge God’s authority? How does it/should it
affect your walk of faith?
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Day #2:
1.

Take a moment to pray, praising God for all that He has done this week. Ask that God
would reveal His wisdom to you and that your words and actions would reflect a life set
apart for God. Specifically address your faith in the Lord’s Sovereignty regarding the
issues you are currently facing. Pray that you would be encouraged by the words found
in Daniel, and that God would reveal something to you today in a significant way.

2.

Read Daniel chapter 2. [Note: This chapter takes place shortly after Daniel’s three-year
education, around 602 B.C. It encompasses an overview of world history, the broadest
revelation ever been given to any prophet, and establishes the succession of four
empires that would rule until the coming of Christ. For the sake of discussion, we will
focus on Daniel’s actions rather than the dream and its interpretation.]

3.

King Nebuchadnezzar had recurring dreams that kept him awake and deeply troubled.
To ensure interpretation, he invited four groups of wise men- magicians who could
interpret the future by many means, conjurers who could communicate with the dead,
sorcerers who cast spells, and astrologers, who predicted the future by studying the
heavens (what a creepy bunch Daniel was stuck working with!) How does vs. 2 and vs.
5 set the scene for man’s failure and elevate God’s authority?

4.

The wise men claimed to be equipped to provide supernatural information, revelations
from the gods. With this in mind, what was the significance of their response in verse
11? Given the success of the king (who had more power and control than any other
ruler in the world’s history), for what reasons do you think he became so mad?
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5.

Although Daniel never practiced any methods of divination and was not present at the
scene, he was sentenced to death. In what way did Daniel respond in vs. 14? Look at vs.
10-11, then 12. How did it differ from the wise men and the king’s? Do your actions
and words indicate a life set apart for God? How important do you think this is? How
important was it in this instance?

6.

The stage is now in place for the one true God to reveal His majesty over the phony
gods and incompetent wise men. However, there was (and is) no other record of God
revealing a dream that had not already been disclosed by the dreamer. In light of this
fact, added to the magnitude of the situation and the state of mind the king was in, are
you surprised by Daniel’s action and attitude in vs. 16? What characteristic must Daniel
have believed about God?

7.

Immediately after conversing with the king, Daniel visits his trusted friends. Why was it
important to Daniel to pray with his friends? Do you think it affected the outcome?
Have you ever initiated prayer with your friends? Who can you initiate prayer with
today?
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8.

Instead of revealing the interpretation after vs. 19, what does the author (Daniel) take
time to write instead? Skip to vs. 25-26. Arioch and the king identify Daniel as
interpreter of the dream. What does Daniel do in vs. 27? in vs. 30? Vs. 45?

9.

Look at Daniel’s request to Arioch in vs. 24. Daniel could have requested only his life
and the lives of his friends to be saved. Why do you believe Daniel asked to preserve all
the lives of the wise men? Do you display the same compassion toward unbelievers?

10. Nebuchadnezzar was the supreme authority over the world, in fact, he had absolute
control as no one before or after him--his word was law and could override any decree
previously given. Read vs. 37 and 38. Daniel could have rephrased these verses without
the mention of God. This took an immense amount of courage. How do you view
Daniel’s faith in light of these verses? How can you follow Daniel’s example in your
own life? (When do we omit phrases “because the Lord…” or “by God’s grace…” due
to our secular surroundings?)
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11. In vs. 46, the king treats Daniel as a god- bowing before him, burning incense and
presenting an offering to him. He gives Daniel, a Jew and captive, a position reserved
for the elite class of the Babylonian society…Daniel promotes his friends. Given Israel’s
plight and sinful history, how did God display His mercy through this? How does this
encourage you today?
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Day #3
1.

Take a moment to pray, praising God for all that He has done this week. Ask that God
would make Himself known to you during your every day routine. Specifically address
your faith in the Lord’s Sovereignty regarding the issues you are currently facing. Pray
that you would be encouraged by the words found in Daniel, and that God would reveal
something to you today in a significant way.

2.

Read Daniel chapter 5. [Note: This chapter occurred about 66 years after chapter 1-Daniel was in his 80’s. As you read this text, keep in mind that Babylon had not been
captured by an army for 1,000 years due to its strong fortifications—it had a double wall
system with a moat between the two walls. The outer wall was 87 feet thick (wide
enough for four chariots to drive on) with 100 gates and hundreds of towers that
reached 100 feet above the walls. As this chapter unfolds, everyone is aware that the
Medo-Persian Army has already defeated the surrounding countryside and an attack on
the city is inevitable.]

3.

Ancient historians find that the banquet of the size described in vs. 1 was quite normal
for Persian kings, who often dined daily with 15,000 people. When did the banquet
occur (vs. 30-31)? What does this say about Belshazzar’s confidence and character,
keeping questions 2 and 3 in mind?

4.

Review Day 1 Question 4. What was present at the party? (vs. 2-3). What happened in
vs. 4 that made the Babylonians even more blasphemous? What was King Belshazzar
essentially saying to God? How are things that we hold sacred made mundane
(demeaned) by the world around us? What do you think God’s attitude is toward this?
What was it with the Babylonians?
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5.

Belshazzar was King Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson ( in vs. 2 the word father can also
mean grandfather)- he acted as king for over ten years while his father, Nabonidus, was
gone on long absences from Babylon. (Nabonidus ruled from 556-539 B.C., Belshazzar
from 553-539 B.C.) Like Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar set himself up as superior to the
Lord by offering sacred objects to his own gods. Like Nebuchadnezzar and his dream,
Belshazzar also receives an omen in vs. 5. Reread your answer to question 3. What
happened to Belshazzar in vs. 6 and 30? What do you think God was trying to show his
people, through Daniel? (Hint: how had the Israelites acted like Belshazzar?)

6.

Like Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar calls the same wise men in. Surprisingly, they are still
incompetent. The queen, who is most likely Belshazzar’s mother, daughter of
Nebuchadnezzar, acts as Arioch did in chapter 2. Who did the sacrilegious family turn
to during their crisis? Daniel, a man of God. What was Daniel’s reputation in vs. 11-12?
Does your walk of faith merit unbelievers coming to you during hard times?

7.

Daniel was offered the highest position Belshazzar could have given in vs. 7(Belshazzar
was second in command to his father, who was first.) What was Daniel’s reply in vs. 17?
Ironically, how long did his new promotion last him in vs. 29-31?
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8.

BIBLICAL NOTE: A throne room has been uncovered in Nebuchadnezzar’s palace
measuring 56 feet x 173 feet with a wall that was covered in white plaster, ideal for such
an inscription. The three words were written in Aramaic, the common language of the
day. Mene could mean “numbered-(menah),” or a weight called a mina. Tekel could
mean “weighed- (tekal),” or a shekel. Uparsin means “half-shekels,” or “divided.”, or
“persia.” Without context, the words seem meaningless. How Daniel interpreted the
prophecy baffles scholars even today- they have assumed that he merely “‘recognized
his Father’s handwriting.’”

9.

Modern scholars today credit the fall of Babylon to the king’s inability to handle
political crises. What would Daniel have said the reason was? What areas in your life do
you dismiss as “happenstance” and really should give credit to God?
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Day #4
1.

Take a moment to pray, praising God for all that He has done this week. Specifically
address your faith in the Lord’s Sovereignty regarding the issues you are currently
facing. Pray that you would be encouraged by the words found in Daniel, and that God
would reveal something to you today in a significant way.

2.

Read Daniel chapter 6. [These events directly follows chapter 5, Daniel is still in his
80’s. For you history buffs, this chapter has created the most historical problem in the
book, for all other records for this time period fail to reference a ruler named Darius
during this time period. However, most theologians believe Darius to be a title much
like “Pharoah” or “Caesar.” They believe him to be King Cyrus the Great, and if this is
the case, all potential problems are erased. Cyrus ruled the Medo-Persian Empire and
conquered Babylon in 539 B.C.]

3.

When Darius (Cyrus) conquered Babylon, he divided the empire (now much larger than
Babylon’s) into 120 provinces, appointing a satrap- “protector of the realm” over each.
They reported to three administrators. What role did Daniel play? As time passed, what
position was Darius planning on placing Daniel in vs. 3? Why?

4.

Read vs. 3-4 and 13. Why do you think the satraps tried to have Daniel killed? What in
the chapter makes you believe it was something other than for religious reasons?

5.

Read vs. 5-7. Note: This was not a permanent law. How long was it supposed to last?
What did the satraps have to assume in order for them to trap Daniel? What does this
say about the way Daniel lived his life in faith?
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6.

Knowing Darius’ plan to promote Daniel and his obvious love for him (vs. 14) why do
you think he would have authorized the decree? What did the decree say about the
beliefs of the majority of people Daniel worked with?

7.

BIBLICAL NOTE: According to Dr. Tom Constable of Dallas Theological Seminary,
Daniel’s open window symbolized that his prayers went unhindered. The windows of
Persian cities were small, high and had a lattice covering, so Daniel could not be seen by
others. Officials would have had to plant a witness in his home to verify his actions.

8.

Daniel was one of the most important executives in the empire, a career that proved
busy, stressful, and demanding. Yet, Daniel took the time out of his schedule to pray
three times a day. What excuses do you make in spending time with God and do you
think the impact goes beyond yourself and your life? If so, who?

9.

Why was Daniel unwilling to compromise on his practice of prayer? What were the
results of Daniel’s actions? Consider the power and influence of the empire along with
vs. 26, Israel’s plight, and God’s glory in your answer.
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10. The Babylonians burned people as punishment (chapter 3 and the fiery furnace), but the
Persians worshipped fire. Thus, they opted to have people eaten alive instead. There
was no precedent for God delivering men from being eaten by starving lions. Do you
think Daniel expected death? Would God be righteous and just had He allowed Daniel
to be devoured? Be honest- does your view of God change as you fail a test, hear that a
member of your family has died, are ridiculed by society, or can’t find enough money to
make ends meet?

11. Although Darius was extremely sorry about his decree, he did not possess the ability to
repeal a law, something his predecessor Nebuchadnezzar could have done. Instead,
Darius makes a statement in verse 16 that could be translated, “Your God whom you
serve continually, he will deliver you.” What impression had Daniel’s faith made on the
king?

12. Think about all the martyrs in the early Christian church that were torn apart by lions
during the Gladiator games. Why do you think God chose to deliver Daniel? You can
include Daniel’s reasons (vs. 22) in your answer. How many people do you think were
impacted by Daniel’s one decision to live by faith?
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13. What did God spare Daniel from? What didn’t God spare him from? How do your
answers relate to what you know about God from Scripture and what you have
experienced in your own life?
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Day #5
1.

Take a moment to pray, praising God for all that He has done this week. Specifically
address your discipline and passion regarding your prayer life and pray that your
spiritual walk would continue to increase. Pray that you would be encouraged by the
words found in Daniel, and that God would reveal something to you today in a
significant way.

2.

Read Daniel chapter 9. [For the sake of discussion, we will focus on Daniel’s actions
rather than the dream and its interpretation. Chapter 9 occurs in the first year of Darius’
(Cyrus’) rule; it is unclear whether chapter 6 (Daniel and the lion’s den) had happened
yet. Daniel obtained a copy of Jeremiah’s prophecy that Jerusalem would be in ruins for
70 years before it was rebuilt. He received chapter 9’s vision in 538 B.C.; 67 years after
King Nebuchadnezzar had deported Daniel along with the first group of Israel exiles.]

3.

Read Jeremiah 29:10-14. Keeping Daniel’s legacy of faith in mind, why would Daniel
feel earnest prayer was necessary? What does this teach you about the purpose of
prayer?

4.

What is the subject of Daniel’s prayer in vs. 4-14? In 15-19? What is he deeply
concerned with, other than with the sins of his people?

5.

Look closely in vs. 15-19. What did Daniel ask God to do? Does he specifically tell God
what to do? What is the tone of his voice throughout the prayer?
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6.

Look at vs. 23 and chapter 10:13. How soon did God hear Daniel’s prayers each time?
How does this encourage you in your prayer life?

7.

What was the reason Daniel was given the vision, according to vs. 23? What does this
show you regarding prayer’s power?

8.

BIBLICAL NOTE: The vision Daniel received was a prophecy of seventy seven-year
periods, totaling 490 years. It provided the chronological framework from that point
until the time of Christ. Daniel had prayed for the atonement of the people’s sins and
their deliverance; God revealed to Daniel the final atonement for all people’s sins
through Jesus Christ and the ultimate deliverance from all oppression in the end times.
For more information about this prophetic calendar, see the appendix that follows this
week’s study.

9.

Read Daniel chapter 10. [This vision occurs in 536 B.C., the third year of Cyrus’ reign.
Cyrus, in fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy, gave the Jews permission to return to their
land and rebuild their temple. Counting the year Daniel was taken in captivity and the
year they returned, it was exactly 70 years- 605 B.C. to 536 B.C.]

10. Although we know Daniel’s reputation in the empire, what was God’s view of him in
vs. 11? The Hebrew word used in the text is ‘ish hemudot, “man of preciousness.” Why
do you think this was? Honestly, do you feel this is reserved for only “true heroes of
faith” in the Bible? Read Psalm 116. Can you imagine God viewing you this way?
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11. How long did it take for Daniel’s prayers to be answered in vs. 13? What does this tell
you about the importance of persistent prayer? Hint: Luke 18:1-8. Do you think if
Daniel had stopped praying he might not have received this revelation?

12. Although the subject of spiritual warfare is not completely disclosed in the Bible, it is
plain that an invisible war of good and evil is constantly in play. What insight do we gain
about it in vs. 12-13? What can powers of evil have the potential capacity to do?

13. Obviously the Lord is Sovereign and in absolute control, and although Satan
temporarily rules the earth, he has been given limited powers. Read 1 Cor. 10:13. It is
critical as a Christian to know that nothing can happen to us that is beyond God’s
control. In the same light, we are privileged warriors on God’s team—through prayers
we unite as partners with the Lord in order that His perfect plan is accomplished in the
world. What political or social issues today are in place that should be taken to the Lord
in prayer? What prophecies have not yet been fulfilled that we should pray over today?
Knowing its great importance, what tend to be hindrances in your prayer life?
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Day #6
1.

Take a moment to pray that God would reveal something to you from Daniel in a
significant way.

2.

Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.

3.

What are some of the things that God has taught you this week about the life of faith
through the example of Daniel?

4.

Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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5.

What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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Appendix:
The Prophetic Calendar for the End Times as Referenced in the book of Daniel
Adapted from a presentation by Dr. Jeff Harwell
Are we in the Last Days?
Are we near the time when Christ will return to earth to establish His kingdom?
How to answer such a question?
-We will look at current events.
-We will look at one particular Bible prophecy.
-We will find that the “reborn” Roman Empire and its relationship to Israel is the key indicator that
Christ’s return is near.
Two Principal Unfulfilled Prophecies in the Bible:
-The return of Christ to establish His kingdom on the earth (Revelation 19-20).
-The passing away of the present heavens and earth and the new creation of a new heavens and
earth (Revelation 21).
Can we know when Christ’s return in near?
“And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us,
when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming, and of the end of the age?”
Matthew 24:1-3 NASB
Christ’s answer: Yes and No
“Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, and puts forth
its leaves, you know that summer is near; even so you too, when you see all these things, recognize
that He is near, right at the door.” Matthew 24 :32-33
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father
alone.” Matthew 24:36
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Do we have a passage that tells us what to expect before the return of Christ? Yes and No
Daniel 9:24-27
By knowing what is going to happen during the end times, we can make educated guesses about
what must happen first.
“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an
end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy and to anoint the most holy.
Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the
Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt
with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble.
After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people of
The-Ruler-Who-Will-Come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood:
War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed.
He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an
end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing he will set up an abomination that causes desolation,
until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.” Daniel 9:24-27 (NIV)
Specific predictions:
-70 “sevens” were decreed for Daniel’s people (Israel) and the city (Jerusalem).
-Comparing Daniel 7 and 9 with Revelation 12, 13, and 14 we learn that a “seven” is 7 years.
-After 69 x 7 years, the Anointed One (Messiah) was to be cut off and have nothing, and the people
of The-Ruler-Who-Will-Come were to re-destroy the rebuilt city and temple.
When did the 70 “sevens” begin?
-With the issuing of a decree to rebuild and restore Jerusalem.
-King Artaxerxes of the Persian Empire issued the decree on March 14, 445 BC.
When did the 69th “seven” end?
With Christ’s entry into Jerusalem on April 6, 32 AD (Matthew 21).
What happened after the 69th “seven”?
-Christ was crucified (32 AD)
-The people of The-Ruler-Who-Will-Come destroyed both Jerusalem and the Temple (70 AD)
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What happened to the 70th “seven”?
-It doesn’t begin until “The-Ruler-Who-Will-Come” (whose people destroyed the city and temple)
“will confirm a covenant with the many for one ‘seven’”
-In the middle of the ‘seven’ he (AntiChrist) puts and end to temple sacrifice.
-Since the Temple was destroyed—as prophesied—in 70 AD, it must be re-rebuilt by the middle of
the 70th “seven.”
How will we recognize this “Ruler-Who-Will-Come”?
-Daniel 9: He will be a descendent of the peoples of the Roman Empire—Roman Emperor-to-be
Titus and Roman soldiers destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 AD.
-Daniel 2: (Nebuchadnezzar’s statue vision): Head of gold (Babylon), chest of silver (Persia), belly of
brass (Alexander), legs of iron (Rome, split East and West), and feet with 10 toes of iron mixed with clay
(in the days of the coming of the Kingdom of God).
Where was the Roman Empire?
150 AD- Time of Empire’s Maximum Extent
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When does the 70th “seven” begin?
When the “prince” of the people who destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD enters into a “firm covenant”
with Israel.
Why the rebuilding of the Temple?
-Both Daniel 9 and Matthew 24 refer to the desecration of the Temple 3 ½ years after the signing of
the covenant.
-Orthodox Israeli Jews want the Temple rebuilt: engineering drawings are ready, construction
materials are gathered, and priests are trained (www.templemountfaithful.org).
What happens after the end of the 70th “seven”?
“Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to
make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up
prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place.” Daniel 9:24 (NASB)
-The 70th “seven” ends with the return of Christ (Revelation 19-20).
Are we in the last days?
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father
alone.” Matthew 24:36
“Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, and puts forth
its leaves, you know that summer is near; even so you too, when you see all these things, recognize
that He is near, right at the door.” Matthew 24 :32-33
How near is “near”?
"Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. But be sure of this,
that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would
have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. For this reason you
be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will. Who then is
the faithful and sensible servant whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their
food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master finds so doing when he comes.
Truly I say to you, that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.” Matthew 24:42-47 (NASB)
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Esther
Intro:
Esther was a young Jewish woman when she was thrust into a position of potentially great power.
When faced with the possibility of great evil and life and death tragedy, she showed compassion
while seeking out and humbly receiving wise counsel. Though isolated, she had a heart for the
people of God and risked her own life to save them all. Though she was not living a life of perfect
holiness, proscribed by the Law of the Old Covenant, that should have set her apart as a child of
God, she had faith in God’s promises. God used her in a special and mighty way to save His people,
destroy His enemies, and bring great glory to Himself among the Jews and Gentiles. Esther
responded to God’s abundant answer to prayer by creating a public celebration of God’s provision.
Esther’s story teaches us that we do not have to be perfect to be used by God. God’s sovereignty
has placed you in your current sphere of influence for such a time as this and He desires to use you
within your boundaries. As people of God in a secular society we can be a part of God manifesting
His mighty work on earth without ever even saying His name.

Historical Information on the Book of Esther:
The book of Esther is set during the end of a time of exile for the Jews among the Medes and
Persians. The ruler is Ahasuerus of the Romans (or Artaxerxes or Xerxes of the Greeks and
Ardsheer of the Persians) and the Jews are scattered all over the vast empire of the Medes and
Persians. When the Jews were allowed to return to their land of Palestine, rebuild the temple, set up
the sacrificial system, and worship God, many chose to stay. The decision to stay was directly against
the prophetic commands of Isaiah and Jeremiah (Isaiah 48:20, Jeremiah 50:8, 51:6) to leave Babylon
and return to the promised land with its accompanying blessings. The book of Esther recounts what
life was like for the Jews as foreigners in a land not their own. The events of Esther take place in
between Ezra 6-7 from 483 B.C (Esther 1:3) to 473 B.C. (Esther 3:7). Interestingly, the name of
God is not mentioned in the entire book. Nor are the people of God ever seen praying (though it
may be assumed to coincide with fasting), practicing sacrificial worship, or following the Law. Their
faith is small and large at the same time; the little they know is enough because they believe that God
will protect His people. And though the name of God is not uttered, the sovereignty of God is quite
evident throughout the story as is His work in the lives of His people.
Three major issues can hinder us as we try to relate to Esther’s time from our time. We cannot think
of Esther as a female contestant on a season of The Bachelor on ABC primetime television. We must
consider the vast cultural differences in how we view and treat women and how Esther was viewed
and treated in her time. In our time women have rights, individual identities, are treated with respect,
and are able to make their own choices. The treatment of women during Esther’s time is much
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closer to the way women were treated in Iraq under the rule of Saddam Hussein—except worse.
Women could be collected as objects of beauty into harems by rich kings. Women in this situation
had no rights of their own and served at the request of their sovereign ruler and had to do whatever
pleased him—or die.

Relating to Esther and Her Time
We must also understand the difference in the way we view our government leaders and the way a
court worked in Esther’s era. Often times, as Americans we do not show a lot of respect to our
authorities. We also do not have a concept of a court. The only ideas we have of monarchy are those
of our British friends and their seemingly powerless kings and queens. Ahasuerus had absolute
power. He had complete control over every life in his empire which was quite expansive. He could
order the death of one or thousands with no one to question his decision. He was also to be treated
with the utmost respect and deference. No one was even to show sadness in his presence only
humble obedience was appropriate.
Finally, as Americans, we struggle to understand what life as a Jewish immigrant and captive would
be like in Ahasuerus’s empire. For the Jews, they experienced shame and humiliation as an imported
work force for the Medes and Persians. The Medes and Persians scattered the Jews throughout the
entire empire in an effort to breakdown ties of loyalty to family and nation. The Jews probably
experienced discrimination, alienation, and misunderstanding on a regular basis.
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Day #1:
1.

Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may
know Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious
inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”

2.

Read the book of Esther.

3.

Record your first impressions of this book below.
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Day #2:
1. In preparing your heart for study know that God, the author of our Scriptures, desires to
reveal Himself to you. As you open in prayer to the Author and Finisher of your faith,
consider Jeremiah 9:23 & 24 “Thus says the LORD, ‘Let not a wise man boast of his
wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his
riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am
the LORD who exercises loving-kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I delight in
these things,’ declares the LORD.”
2. Read Esther 1:1-2:23. Make sure you have also read the sections included at the beginning of
the week: Historical Information on the Book of Esther and Relating to Esther and Her Time.
3. What is the situation Esther is thrust into? Does she have a choice in being part of the
situation?

4. Does she choose to set herself apart from the other women in religion, ethnicity, diet, or
other ways? Why do you think she listens to Mordecai and chooses this course of action?

5. How does Esther find favor in the sight of Hegai, the king, and everyone else? How does
she become queen?

194

6. What does she have control of in these circumstances?

7. As a result of the choices Esther makes in chapter 2, what character qualities do you see
emerging?

8. In what ways do these decisions require faith?

9. Who might God have placed in your life who you can turn to for wisdom? Do you take
advantage of this resource and consider him/her a blessing from God?
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10. How do you live your life in a spirit of humility and teachability? Think of a time when you
were and were not teachable. How can you be more teachable?

11. Think of a time when you were scared or really uncomfortable. Did you show dignity amidst
the dire circumstances like Esther? How? What should your conduct have been like?
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Day #3
1. Let us pray that through our study we’ll grow in knowledge and love for Christ as Paul
prayed in Philippians 1: 8-11: “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with
the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of
God.”
2. Read Esther 3:1-4:17.
3. What situation do all the Jews (including the faithful in Palestine) find themselves in at the
end of chapter 3?

4. Though Esther has been an isolated queen for almost four years, how does she identify with
her people? How does she respond to Mordecai’s plan when she first hears it?

5. When Mordecai responds to Esther, does he pressure her to follow the plan?
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6. Where does Mordecai’s faith rest in his hope of the deliverance for the Jews? (Read some of
the following passages which were given the Jews before the time of Esther: Genesis 45:7,
17:3-8, Exodus 6:2-8, Leviticus 26:42-45, 1 Chronicles 16:14-18, and 2 Chronicles 21:7)

7. How does Esther’s final response indicate faith, fear, or both? Does she wait for God to use
someone better suited (in her opinion) for the job? What are your thoughts on God’s choice
of using Esther?

8. Think of the last time you faced a big problem or adversity in your life. Did your hope for a
solution rest in your faith in yourself, your plan, or in God? How did your actions show your
faith?

9. If we feel fearful in the face of trials are we sinning or are we just human? Explain.
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10. If we fail to act in faithful obedience to God is He thwarted? Do His plans rest on us? What
do we miss out on if we decline involvement in God’s work?
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Day #4
1. Take a moment to pray and invite God’s Spirit into your time in the Word. Ask God to
“give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.” Ephesians 1:17.
2. Read Esther 5:1-8:17.
3. How would you describe/characterize Esther’s actions in chapter 5?

4. What are some possible reasons for Esther’s decision to wait to ask the king to spare her
people? Can we know why she made this choice for sure? Does her reason even matter in
the light of the sovereignty of God’s?

5. How does the timing of Esther’s request reveal God’s working behind the scenes?
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6. Describe a time you determined to obey and things had to wait or didn’t work out? (For
example, deciding to share the gospel with a friend but he/she cancels on you or doesn’t
show up, wanting to serve someone in need but the need was met before you could help.)

7. What were your thoughts and feelings about the delay? Did you think your time or energy
was wasted? Trust that God is at work even if you cannot see it. Did God require a lot of
faith from Esther in order to work through her to save His people? Do you ever question
whether you have enough faith to be used by God? God graciously meets both Esther and
Mordecai in their faith and works through them in mighty ways.

8. How many times did Esther have to make a plea to the king before he decided on a course
of action that would save the Jews?

9. Esther’s faith caused her to do some things. How does Esther put her faith into action in
these chapters?
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10. As the story plays out, how do you see God respond to Esther’s faith?

11. When Esther, Mordecai and the Jews fasted (and possibly prayed) for their salvation,
probably none of them imagined the way God would answer their cries for help. Esther and
Mordecai had faith in God’s promise to always keep a remnant of His people. Faith and
obedient action are always intertwined. What promises of God are you placing your faith in
and acting upon? Do you have scripture verses that you can base your life upon? Take some
time to read some of the following verses (or your own favorites). If we believe the promises
of God’s Word then we will act upon them. Ask God to help you believe and act in faith on
His Word. Romans 8:28, Philippians 2:13, Matthew 28:20, 1 John 1:9, 1 Corinthians 1:4-9,
James 1:17, Hebrews 13:5-6, Micah 6:8, Jeremiah 29:11. List out some specific actions you
need to take to put your faith in the promises in God’s Word in action by using the
following sentence: “Because I believe _______, I will ________.”
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Day #5
1. Pray for God to reveal Himself in a new way and that He would use this study to purify your
heart. We know that God “is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good
pleasure,” (Phil. 2:13) so pray that you will be “blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear
as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life” (Phil. 2:15b-16a).
2. Read Esther 9:1-10:3.
3. Once the Jews have victory how do they respond?

4. What actions do Esther and Mordecai take in response to the victory?

5. Look back through the book of Esther and list out all the results God brought about
through Esther and Mordecai’s faith.
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6. Who received blessing from Esther’s faith? From Mordecai’s faith? Were the people of God
the only recipients of God’s favor?

7. How do you respond when God answers your prayers abundantly beyond what you even
imagine requesting? How should you respond? (see also Psalm 116:12-19)

8. Can you think of a time when God used your faith-in-action to bring a blessing to those
around you? Are there new ways God is prompting you to take steps of faith? Is anything
holding you back?
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Day #6
1.

Take a moment to pray. Ask God to illuminate His Word for you today as Paul prays in
Ephesians 1:17-19a as he says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may
know Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious
inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”

2.

Scan back over the previous 5 days of this week’s study.

3.

What are some of the things that God has taught you this week about the life of faith by
looking at the example of Esther?

4.

Write below some specific applications you are trying to live out by faith in your life in
response to this week’s study.
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5.

What are the main prayer requests you are trusting God for this week.
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